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(a) luab luaé kia2, to stroll about

(b) lua6 luab6 so2, id.

(¢) luab lua6 pel, to fly about in great numbers, as mosquitoes

(d) lua6 lua6 huil, to indulge in all manner of evil courses

(e) luab luab kon3, to talk foolishly

(f) tshinl tshili6 siau3 kau3 luaé lua6 ka6, said of man making reckless

and injurious charges
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(a) the?7, naked; to takc off clothes; perhaps this word should be divided
into two words.

(b) thp5 pak7 the?7, naked, almost naked.

(¢) thy5 the?7 the?7, id.

(d) sue3 ue6 the?7, it can be washed quite clean.

(e) pe?8the?7 the?7, very very white, as face, or as any white things.

(f) khanl tshiu3 pe?8 the?7, empty-handed; bringing no presents.

(g) tshiu3 the?7 the?7, to plunder everything; all plundered and taken
away.

(h) tsau3 the?7 the?7, all run away.

(i) tsia?8 kau5 the?7 the?7, entirely eaten up.
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(j) liau3 the?7 the?7, 5 3¢ T quite spent, all used or done. 24
(k) the?7 sut7 sut7, nothing left at all, e.g. all plundered, or terribly poor.
(1) the?7 liul liul, all taken away; naked.

(m) pak7 to3 lai6 the?7 the?7 kui3, exceedingly suspicious of everyone
and everything.
(n) tsit7 sinl the?7 the?7 po3, your whole body is surely very precious!
('said to a man who will not do us the least favour, or who is very
angry if we happen to touch him when speaking to him. )
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Three Etyma of Taiwan Southern Min
Rui-wen Wu®

Abstract

The studies on the etyma of Chinese dialects are explorations of cognates
between written documents and modern dialects, namely, researches of
historical  linguistics  essentially. Therefore, finding out the phonological
correspondence between ancient Chinese and modern dialects by applying
comparative method strictly as well as cross validation between sister dialccts
could be conducive to select the correct written character from several possible
forms and avoid confusions from later phonological phenomena. In this article,
through the comparative studies between Chinese documents and modern
dialects, I explore three etyma of Taiwan Southern Min, of which viewpoints
among scholars are divergent. The etyma I would discuss are as follows:

I. [bai6] in [V khud5 bai6], the complement eclement indicating
“attempted aspect marker”.

[ge]

. [lua6] in [lua6 lua6 so2], the adverbial element indicating “strolling
about™.
3. [the?7] in [thy5 pak7 the?7], the complement element indicating ~being
naked”.
In conclusion, I demonstrate that the Chinese etyma of [bai6] is .. [lua%]
is i, and [the?7] is #5 respectively.

Keywords : Taiwan Southern Min, etymon, comparative studies, cognate,
historical linguistics
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