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A Historical Source of Initial Consonants b- and z- in
| Haikang Dialect

WU Ruiwen

Abstract The diachronic studies regarding modern Chinese dialects rely mainly upon
comparative studies of the Guangyun and upon modern Chinese dialects in order to discover the
phonological correspondences between them and to illustrate the phonological changes of modern
dialécts. This approach is expedient, but, to a certain extent, restricted. For instance, the reason
that some cognates of ancient Chinese initial consonant Yi(*p-) which pronounce as initial
consonants b- and z- in Haikang dialect cannot be explained with ease. In view of the situation
mentioned above, this paper focuses on the comparative study of Haikang dialect and modern
southern Min dialects, drawing a conditiona! change of early initial consonant *g- in Haikang, The
rule can be presented as follows:

*gt 5 /_u #&H4A
z /i Fakz

This rule is useful in interpreting a phonological gap of the synchronic system of initial
consonants in Haikang, in understanding the formative process of Haikang dialect, as well as in
retracing the primitive source of Haikang dialect.

Keywords Haikang dialect, southern Min dialects, initial consonant Yi(*n-j, Chinese
dialect history, historical linguistics
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