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On Xai/Tai Distinction in Modern Xiang
Dialects and the Reconstruction in Proto
Xiang

Wu, Rui-Wen
Research Fellow, Institute of Linguistics,
Academia Sinica

Abstract

By using the phonological framework of Qie Yun, this article explores the double
rhyme of Xi¢ She¢ Grade I in modern Xiang dialects, that is, the difference between Xai(#4)
rhyme and Tai(#) rhyme, and further attempts to reconstruct the common forms (proto
form) of the two rhymes in early Xiang language (common Xiang). There are different
opinions on whether the modern Xiang languages distinguishes the two rhymes of Xai and
Tai, which is the research motivation of this article. Based on the documents published
from the past century till now, the article observes the phonological strata of the two
rhymes, and proposes our opinion. The research topic of this article is historical linguistics,
and the research method used is the comparative method. On the other hand, this article
points out that from a comparative point of view, modern Xiang dialects have the distinctive
feature of “distinguishing Xai and Tai”. The early form of Xai thyme in proto Xiang could
be reconstructed as *pi and the Thai rhyme could be reconstructed as *ai. This feature can
be traced back to the early dialect located in the south China, that is, the so called Jiangdong

dialect of the Six Dynasties period.

Keywords: Modern Xiang Languages, Double Rhyme, Xai and Tai, Comparative
Method, Historical Linguistics
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ARSI (UJER) FrsUriy ey S EEAESE - SRETBLAONIRE 7 5 e — S
bR &R - WE— P B E R IAHRE R Ie R R
(proto form ) o [FIRFASZ HUREZ @ AAHEERIHER] - ELREHER AL & 215 WIRE AT 28
A HyEES L. (sound change ) °

WHRE - BB AN S  B—EBRARIEE S - MR EEEA - ErEE
JEEBPAR YA - IR B IR R TT S TR RelaE - & JoReiaEmR Ry —(E 81T
BB Ny - fbfE (hEIF#i) (The Chinese Year Book) i 33k
HESF/E WEEREPZ— G ERRIECHER BRI HZ - e FAKE - M
RE AR AL ~ BILGIE » DR TT R St - 590 - B AL
BHZ7 ~ RS ~ RN IRE TR A WEE 310 « 5 - D14 46 RRTiny— 2L/
IR AWEE - MR TEBIEE -

BRFOMEERIIHIEL 3 W (areal classification) FERE - ¢ LA HACZ 5 A4 A Y

"t ARSCHRIRSEGASAE 2020 SR/ \EBIRES = UB R BB R & (2t - AR
2020.11.28-29) FER - ERHHER A TABEEGG TIOH R - Tx*@?%%%z{j*ﬁ%%ﬁkﬂ’ﬂ%
RR i - AR AR e A HiR - HFRQTE LR CE TR - IR hElfE -
ML - ASCRBIRHE (R ) HRENTFERT T B AONREEL SRR T 5 R 32 BA 6% L (MOST
108-2410-H-001-045-MY2) HUERIIIFFERCR » FFILEG - SO T RIS - HEIEIEH -

1 Fang-Kuei Li(Z=/71£), “Languages and Dialects,” in The Chinese Year Book, ed. Chao-ying Shih and
Chi-hsien Chang (Shanghai: The Commercial Press, 1937), pp. 59-65.
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Lt SR MIL ~ BRIz - ARERVD ~ PRI S~ S48 2200
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o Ryl A - HAR R -

2EBAL R AR TP AP R — 7 - LRI AT BN IR VT BT
b~ ZAursiEs ~ AEE ~ AL ~ el ~ PRI » REERE - B~ P HrEE KR
FBRAS s G AN= PR » BB~ AT ~ i ~ PER - ARE ML SZ ik
B I e ZAEPEE AT BT - HA AR AL B

3.0 - Hls o~ faRg o R il mRUBRGE— R MIREL R

4RI AR IR~ TOR > IRER = BRI

SKEF L B4 lkG ~ ER VLK ~ SEM  TLEE BT T - R EE (D
E#irE) REIN B2 5 'R (LLEERE) -

RS - Wirakk r DLERBINREE 2N - BE AR G S 0A0 0 B
FAERS RS FRAh MR LA  AEESE - BN BIRIRAVIEEE T S A ERR
TFEE - HREFES -

AR EREZEE 5 S laE © H RIS SR RHIE AU A 2 B A RIRE S
RHUGHE < 5 2 i 2WIESEEE PS5 B TR - U
WEH A AREBIEE - R ERECR X RERE rilaE - (RS
R EWRE - BEOKIECEGHRIET TS - BB 2B REE R S e - I8

2 iR R - GHEERY & (Fs)) @ (U5F) 3 (2005.8) » H 261-270 -
3 Fang-Kuei Li, “Languages and Dialects,” in The Chinese Year Book, pp. 59-65 ; ( H 1 it{#/Z : (Wird
SO E ) (FFEIEEE) 226 (1979.11) 0 H 1-12 5 2528 - (R TS HE (55 h0))
(b5« FESCHIRRE » 2001 ) 5 T H58T « QEERE T S @ HIRE) » (T HHRE S 2am ) (bt - 74
FEENEEE - 1998) » H 166-187 » R (VEIEEH) 14 : 12 (1982.12) » K 257-273 ; & —F 7 -
(RMRERE A S W) (I8« LIBEE BT - 2002) ; #E2 ~ g : GRS & (7)) H 261-
270 o
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ARICARR L BAHEE - BICA AR R B O BRI R ~ A0~ il A=
WA R Ry » JRBIASCGERHM & FEEHiE o Z AL AN e = 25—
iE VU A A RERE R T R A [RSR Y SRR R R - MR R E 2R - BRI
DAtz - 55— B OB E 2N TR R EE - FEWREE S © &
e FHEAR - iHEERTE - nTLIER - AR GR R IF REE BRI R R T
M - AEASEE THE BRI - A A E R T HERIEER R
HUER ST B BT - SHENMEERI RN 3% R —— B HE I sk g R R - AR I ——
T H B E RIS - °

AR ZCHRATT < BB — TR ATS - 56 —EiRIEER M OHEE R 2R W BRI R FE
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JEHL A SRR AR 5B TN ERRT G EE EIBRAOMEERRE S - SN AT RS

ez
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A ©

T - CERETE MMM ) - H 166-187 ; fRAE— L : CRIVERE S R) ; fEEE - B :
CHiFERI & (Fe)) - H 261-270 -

S THH  CEFERTE® ORI - H 171-175 -

¢ BAFIA BRI 1Y LR AEE A AR R T A TP 7 2 B AR TR K - FELE R
A DRSS - EREPEILE K 2 RO BEARWIEE TS & EER IR A L& F e -
FERE S AN S BARERIATEE T - TR DML OWRERE SRR E - WIS 2 » ASUHEAIFZ L
WREARE R - EEESHEE -
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FERRTF R AT AR - GIATEENE T 5 U R E) T 42 ) due6 BEAEEE T 77 | ta5 HH - MR
SRET TBH 5 kuel HIEE T3 ) kues BEEHHNFE] -

MR EMAR LTRSS - BONFET RS FEERENED - AR
B - TR IS A - FFERLE LAY L5m S GG = EHELEm7E) 18 " 3
RS ETEHNERE - MR EB A OFAMNT | o SO [EERS - E R
FRE RN R (R R R SRR ] DU rai 5 BERR SR ol - LR
MBS | o MRAJEER - R ERALR R AOMEE e ZRA R BRSO Ry *-ai - RIUBHARIR
FOMEE N REE ] B — e ~ ZREHE -

AT A IRE S BRI S Ko ) — B AR S ik $HEER B
o B B (BB 1L (BF& ) ~ 5 () L (B9 ) 18 (BF&) Hi
FRAORE S TN DA AT SRR BRTER SRR » LT AT EERRATIE 5L g R P22 T BAOM
FE (T S E T RER T EH i - B SR & SR E AR - e BT
A - SEBCCTEE AR 5 B B — SF AR - S ERE > (I
SFEBEM LS - WA R R SRR QR RS AR - 54

g

7 sEfmam SRR (REE ) 1999 58 1 3] BRI RIRA T UEE (B UFE = BT kamBlEsE 7 5
FHASEZETE) (Jba : PESENEEE » 2014) - H 487-506 « ASC5 [FIRYRHE - M SCIRKEIRER
HATIER SR KPR - LR IGE —30 2 i - Rrbbaiid -

S AL : (DTS EHEtLETTT) (R« WIRIATE A SR 3R, & BRI E MRS 2005) » H
85 o

o AL « M5 5 SHELsntsE) - H 93 -

10 e - ONREZHREESL G RIE) (R« WIREAS R » 2010) > H 219 -

Bl EAE S E BT AOMRE sk — F R AR - whamat IR (ONRE R — FE IR G
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VR IEHYZ - R A B R S EEA S E TR SRR - EHR
BHBEANFEHN THAMEERWEETREAE S ) SERENEREE -

FEFRS (W. South Coblin ) Comparative Phonology of the Central Xiang FRIEEHISD -
Big  BIE - R - ZAb s il o RIZ  EE - R 10 M 12 EG SR
2 [ IS [F] SRS ( Common Central Xiang ) FYRHP A o “HAEHLI TR
REETLE « #%%tai5 » A *pai6 (DL EZRER) 3 Bi*khoil ~ E*npi5 » {L*doi6 ~ F*tspil ~ 7k
*Ioi2 (DA EEER) - JEEIHEHHEE *oi BRREAY RN 2502k B i ass - AT AR
HAWAEE P DA S a2 R AR -

Bt (e LEERE S HIRE S RIfFE ) —FE R DARE S g RS A e b e
TEERREE G o RfER B R - BE LR R — - CHEGEE
BT - ERIE BB EE (EERER LT EE) B S EE - RaEE R Ry -
REZRER R R *ai - (HIAR B R B AOMRE P — SR E e A& i -
TEEEBS T SR B 2K - PP RIEE A A R AR (O T a5 F @R - ¥

& EEFISORIERE AT R - BRAOHRE R TR B —FEEAR - RNESEEZH
EFEGEHA  BRERERS SN S - TUEE 095347 S R A 0 2 R
WHRERTLAE R+ FEAL R IRAOMNEE 77 5 IR RIaZR - BIREACH AW 1561953
T REORESE - ZRBIHNZEHEAIER A - B AR T IE e R ERE -
FUEE T RMEER & B R E% - b2 REE R « AR BRI EUR - 15
R REAEIL R AR S B R BRI 2 AR -

R HITE Rinis - AU EI T 2 ZH B ARREN SR EBRE DA B K
H ARSI R E S - AS0RDL A 245 R+ ERTE IR EEE 75 S 1938

/

RERASAR AT DATEE 5l EEEARES - 7RG IREIAEACE - EER oN/*o? MR aN/*a? -
25353 - Gas (OMRE -P VR U R R el ) - (FhERES 2 5ET]) 11 (2018.11) 0 H
7798 -

12 W. South Coblin(fi[g§Rg), Comparative Phonology of the Central Xiang Dialects (Taipei: Institute of
Linguistics, Academia Sinica, 2011).

1B EtESE - (RS E ) (L« _Lis¥os tifluit - 2000) -

W Bk - O AR SRS X ge) (At « HRARE & HARA ] - 2012) - 147
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k(R (R TEMEEE) & (MRTERY) ) RER - SER AN 2E
MO PEs T > B IRAOMRE TP e R AR - I3 T B ThReryfE
RG> PEMEZRERRE O A BIRYERIL - VAR — (R IR E AR | -
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H B R ad (FARE) £ vl *-ai - “IRE (UI8R) 2848 W
BRLE i S S R AR S LA T

15 gETHE  (EEEEROE) (2L - ZEOCEIEEE > 2014) > | 92-93 ~ 110-111 -

1o BCENE AR - (FEOE) (210 - ESENEL 0 2014) - H 1-50 -

7 HEFE AR - FHRETES =12 ARSI RERL - B (U8R BEOEEE
EBEAFE - FEH L WA FEERANE @ ROSHENE > wE (V) BERE - 5,
EREISHN (UJRR) 206 BRI IL FRIBATR - ENRERH HRI R EE/NER (BIANSRER NHURLER NSRS
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frz¥ise  WERERYINRT ——HA - o] REREEHE (V) BHEETHEET - 82
FHREADIELE NS (UER) BENKZEH - FEBE LT DN (URR) 28 ZHEEE
o SOBARER - SFEHC R R o (EFEAPIER T ARE o (2D T EHRERAR ) L ER
EHFHREATRMAREZ IR - RIS - F0EK - ERS SR 22T - EEHRE - =R (F
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8 FEFER : (BEREEERE) > H 170 -
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