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(1) khut ciah (p.329)8
z B’
to beg for food.

(2) cék khiin khut-kai lai khut ci?(p.329)
— B 2% Xz &
a swarm of mendicants came asking alms.
(3) khunio®hé”chtuiko khutnek(p.i49)
EERE® BZ KW

go to a tiger to beg a piece of meat.
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(4) ai® khiéh khut i a m?(p.329)
EE ZHEA?
are you going to give him or not?
(5) séng pien cah 1ai khut ua (p.22)
xOE W] K 2 K
bring it along and give it to me at your convenience.
(6) sang khut la(p.265)
®Z X
make you a present of it.
(7) cék jit kip nom tang bi khut i(p.252)
— H @& W @& Kk Z #
give her a daily allowance of two measures of rice.
(8) boi nang cheng khut i(p.as)
2R B Z #
to curry favor.
(9) pang tio se® 10 khut i(p.418)
B &£ Bz F

give him some way of escape from death.
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(10) i m hau® khut da théi® (p.329)
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He will not let me see it.

(1) cht cengln khut i pé thian (p.586)
H& 3] Z e
took some money and give it to him to heal the hurt.
boé khut nang tah cia cie thiap (p.50)
e Z B O[S E b
do not allow people to stick bills here.

(12) mai® khyt néang cai (p.23)
(5l < B A

do not let anyone know.
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(13) chiu khut huang phah té6 khu (p.560)
=z B o\ X
the tree has been blown down by the wind.

(14) 1kai thau chah khut nang thau p6ih khu (p.578)
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her head-ornament was slyly removed by someone

(5) i sl per s, m si khut ning thai si(p.473)
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he died of disease,not by violence.
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On the Diachronic Change of k%3 in Min Dialect

From the Viewpoint of Historical Grammar

Rui-wen Wu
Academia Sinica
ruiwen@gate.sinica.edu.tw

Abstract

This paper explores the diachronic change of k23 (*Z,) in Modern Min dialects from the viewpoint of historical
grammar. khi3 is a polysemy in Min dialect and has both content meaning and functional usage. According to the
Chinese written documentation, £”i3 had two opposite meanings, 'to beg' vs. 'to give', and distinguished those two
meanings by tonal inflection: 'to beg' had *-t coda and 'to give' had *-s coda. This paper combines the early Min
written documentation and field material of modern Min dialect to investigate the diachronic change included
phonology, lexicon and grammaticalization of k23 in Min dialect. This paper presents three main conclusions as
follows:

1. Phonological perspective: the cognate of k%3 in proto Min could be reconstructed as *kPit7. Proto
Min received the form with *-t coda (Rt Sheng)and dropped the *-s form (Qu Sheng).
Lexical perspective: Min dialect has not only ‘to beg’ meaning but also ‘to give.
Grammatical perspective: the grammaticalization path of k%3 in Min dialect is [‘to give’ > ‘to cause’
> passive marker].
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Min dialect — kti3 — passive marker — grammaticalization — historical linguistics
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