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On Three Etymologies of Xido She Grade—2 Rhyme in Minnan Dialect

Wu Ruiwen

Abstract: There are three common spoken words in Minnan Dialect, whose etymologies have not been demonstrat-
ed in detail. The three words are: the noun “place where livestock are kept in captivity” tiaw?, the function word “used as
a preposition and conjunction” kiaul and the verb "to curse with foul langnage” kiaué. Through strict correspondingphe-
nological rules and reasonable semantic changes, the etymologies of these three words are “8”, “25” and “8%” respec-
tively. These three spoken words belong to the Xiso Shé grade-2 rhyme in Qie ylin framework. The final -iau is 2 collo-
quial stratum in Min. Regarding the time depth of the stratum, the final -iau can be traced back to the Jiangdong dialect in
the south during the Six Dynasties.

Key words: Minnan dialect; Xido Shé grade-2 rhyme; etymology; historical linguistics
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