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The Reconstruction of *hl- in Proto Min:

A Comparative Perspective

Ruiwen Wu

Academia Sinica

Abstract

This paper proposes a new reconstruction *hl- to account for the unusual correspondence
of /1-/ in seaside Min dialects (include Eastern Min and Southern Min) to /s-/ in inland Min
dialects (include Northern Min and Central Min), both of which correspondence to *1- ( 2
) in Middle Chinese. From 1970’s, the phenomenon is discussed by various scholars
and different hypotheses are proposed. According to Central Min dialect, it shows that
Central Min dialects have systematic phonetic contrast between ts-/ts"-/s- and te-/t¢"-/¢-.
The cognates of *1h- conditionally split into two phonemes: one is ¢- before glides -i-
and -i-, and the other s- in Central Min. The conditioned palatalization reveals the phonetic
character of the proto form. Through analyzing the materials of the Northern and Central
Min dialects by comparative method, it is argued that the essence of the correspondence of
I-: s- could not be regarded as the innovation, but the retention. Other, less typologically
marked reconstruction, such as *sl- and *{- are rejected, based on a diachronic phonological
evidence. In conclusion, the historical origin could be traced back to a consonant cluster
*hl-, which is the direct descendant of *Cl-.
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Min dialects, LAl MU, consonant cluster, comparative method, historical linguistics



