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(B )
JFIAREEE (Proto-Min > Norman1981 : 35-36 ) HYSRRERMAI T -
Simple Monophthongal Finals (5)

i y e 0 a

Diphthongs (16)

iu yi ui eu oi au

0i au ai au

ie io ia au ia us
Triphthongs (6)

iau iai uoi uai

uai  vyai

Finals Ending in *m and *p (15)

im em am am am m
ip ep ap ap ap
iam  iam
iap iap
Finals Ending in *n and *t (29)
in yn un an on an an
it yt ut ot ot at at
iun ion ian ian
iut iot iat iat

uon uan  uan
uot uat uat
yan
Finals Ending in *» and *k (19)
yn ey 3y 0p an
yk ek ok ok ak

ion ian
iok  iak
uong  uanp
uok  uak
yok
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Abstract

In this article, | reexamine the reconstruction of the Grade-3 and Grade-4 Cognates of Xiao
She in Proto Min on the basement of Norman’s reconstruction. Norman pointed out that there
are two proto finals for Xiao Shé Grade-3 and Grade-4 i.e. *iau and *eu respectively. According
to those two finals, it seems that proto Min simply has correspondences with Ancient Chinese
Xiao She Grade-3 and Grade-4 simply. However, Xiao Shé Grade-3 and Grade-4 have other
correspondences which shows that proto Min possessed difference phonological strata. My
conclusion is below:

1. In proto Min, Xiao Shé Grade-3 has two proto forms: *au and *iau.

2. Xiao She Grade-4 has two proto forms: *iau and *iau.

3. Based on the historical phonological and lexical evidence, | suggest that *au and *iau
are come from Archaic Chinese. In other words, the phonological contract shows that the
middle element *-j- is dropped in Proto Min final system. *iau and *iau could be traced to
Jiang-dong Dialect, which is a southern language used in Six Dynasties.

Keywords: Min dialect, Xiao She, stratum, comparative method, historical linguistics
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