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On the Phonological Retention and
Innovation of the Unrounded Rhymes

of Zhi She in Modern Xiang Language

Wu, Rui-Wen*

[Abstract]

From a comparative point of view, this article discusses the noteworthy
phonological retention and innovation in the division-3 rhymes of Zhi She in modern
Xiang language. Based on the materials of 14 modern Xiang dialects, this article
focuses on the phonetic performance and hierarchy of the unrounded rhymes in Zhi She,
as well as the collocation of the initials related to the finals and their phonetic evolution.

This article adopts a comparative method in the research method. The comparison
method described here has two aspects. For the first aspect, this article firstly compares
the cognate words within the modern Xiang dialects, that is, the comparative method of
historical linguistics. In the second aspect, this article compares the ancient phonology
with the modern Xiang pronunciation through the medieval phonetic framework, so as
to establish the corresponding relationship between ancient and modern. This article
incorporates two aspects in the research method, in order to construct the diachronic
relationship between ancient and modern Chinese more comprehensively.

The research results of this article point out that: in terms of finals, there are two
distinct phonological levels in the cognate words of Zhi Shé unrounded rhymes. The
colloquial layer is the lingual vowel [i], which is distributed in the initials of *p- series,
*n-, *1-, *k- series, *?- series, *t- series and *te- series etc. in Middle Chinese. The
reading layer is the apical vowels [, 1], which are distributed in the initials of *ts- series,
*t[- series, *t- series and *te- series etc. From the initial consonant point of view, the
cognate words of Zhi She unrounded rhymes also have different manifestations: in the

colloquial layer, *ts- series maintains ts-, and *t[- series shifts to the retroflex initial ts-
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series. Meanwhile, *t- series and *te- series both shifts to palatalization initial te- series.
In the reading layer, *ts- series maintains ts- series but *t- series, *t/- series and *te-
series shift to retroflex initial ts- series. The cognates, HIZ 1% 7 BB ARG &,
with *t- series and *te- series initials in Middle Chinese could be traced to *tei, *tchi,
*dzi, *ei, *z1 in Proto Xiang. As far as the initials are concerned, the proto forms in
proto Xiang retain the early pronunciation of Zhang Xi (*te- series) of the Middle
Chinese. As for innovation, it is that in the Middle Chinese Zhi Xi (*t- series) was no
longer an independent set of initials, it evolved from *t- > *te-, that is, it has converged
to Zhang Xi. As far as the finals are concerned, proto Xiang retains the pronunciation of
the main vowel *i, instead of the apical vowels. However, the difference between the
three separate finals of Zhi Shé unrounded rhymes in the Middle Chinese has undergone
convergence in proto Xiang, and can only be traced back to the vowel *i. The

disappearance of the early phonemic opposition is undoubtedly an innovation.

Keywords: Modern Xiang, Zhi She¢, Middle Chinese, comparative method, historical

linguistics
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