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Saisiyat is a Formosan language spoken in north-western Taiwan in Hsinchu
and Miaoli Counties. It consists of two main dialects, Taai (also known as the
Northern dialect) and Tungho (also referred to as the Southern dialect).

For many years, the Saisiyat have been able to read and write in Saisiyat. The
access to and the use of Romanized orthography has actually been accelerated by the
different types of language exams that have taken place since 2001. The orthographic
system of Saisiyat is not yet standardized, however, and there are apparent
discrepancies in the transcriptions of linguists and the Saisiyat alike.

The present paper is part of on-going research on the morphology of Tungho
Saisiyat (see Zeitoun et al. In preparation). Our aims are two-fold: (i) reassess the
Saisiyat orthography by providing an overview of Romanized systems that have been
proposed in the past; (ii) present a more consistent, systematized and standardized
orthographic system that accounts for discrepancies while proposing solutions to both
controversial symbols and non-indigenous phonemes found in loanwords.
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