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Phonological changes in Hailu Hakka of Houlong
Township

Chu-Fang HUANG Min-Hua CHIANG Chin-Chuan CHENG

Academia sinica Academia sinica National Taiwan Normal University

Miaoli County in Taiwan is a well-known area where the native language of the
majority of residents is Sixian Hakka. But in Houlong Township of the county the
major language is Southern Min. There are also Hakka speakers there with Sixian
speakers outnumbering Hailu speakers. Thus it is of interest to investigate how Hailu
Hakka retains its sound system and what sorts of sound changes have occurred in
contact with the coexisting languages. This paper shows that phonetically the
influence from more closely related languages is greater than that from remotely
affiliated languages. In comparison with the Hailu Hakka in Xinzhu County, we see
that the consonants [tf, /", J, 3] in Hailu Hakka of Houlong township has disappeared.
In vowels, [ui] has changed to [i] when it is combined with labials, [ai] has changed
to [e]when it occurs with laryngeals, and [au, iau] have become [eu, ieu] after dental
consonants. Moreover the noun suffix is [e] differing from [o] in Xinzhu. We
place our emphasis on the loss of palato-alveolar sibilants in Hailu Hakka of Houlong
as we make the comparison. Through surveys of geographic distribution of
languages of all households and some language recordings, we have gathered
appropriate data for investigation of how palato-alveolar sibilants disappeared.
Besides showing the differences between the Hailu Hakka of Xinzhu and that of
Houlong, we also discuss phonological changes of minor languages and rules of

sound change due to language contact.

Keywords: Hakka, language contact, phonological variation, language geographic

information system
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