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Comparative Studies in the Rhymes
Tam/Tam Among Modern Chinese
Dialects

Wu Rui-wen

Generally speaking, Ancient Chinese preserves the distinction of Chung-yun (E
#8) , such as the rhymes Tam : Tam (¥ : 3) , Hai : Tai (W5 : ) . This paper is
intended as a investigation of the appearance of the rhymes Tam/Tam among modern
Chinese dialects. The paper falls into three section.(1) Considering the rhymes Tam :
Tam as the reference, we may examine the phenomena of these modern Chinese dialects
with comparative method. (2) According to these differences, we may classify all of
these Chinese dialects by the criterion of the rhymes Tam/Tam. (3) From what has been
said above, modern Chinese dialects can be classified into two groups, which one is
Tam : Tam, such as Wu dialects, Gan dialects, Xiang dialects , and the other is

Tam=Tam, such as Hakka dialects, Yue dialects, Mandarin dialects.

Key word: Rhymes Tam/Tam, Classification of Chinese dialects, Historical linguistics,

Comparative method



