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On palatalization in Hakka

Chun-Hui Ho ~ Min-Hua Chiang

Abstract

Our research materials include the Hakka in Huisachuan, Jiangxi,
Fujian, Guangdong, Guangxand Taiwan, which cover a wide range of
geographical areas.Through the comparison of Hakka among those areas, we
can categorize the palatalization of Hakka into three major types and four
evolution models.

There are various forms of palatalization in Hakka dialects, which
appear significant regional characteristics. While consonants of FHan (
Group in Middle Chinese with no palatalization are found in Taiwan,
Guangdong ,and few regional dialect spots in Jiangxi, those with

palatalization appear mainly in Fujian , Jiangxi, Huraichuan, and other
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provinces.

( tf )*( tsu Jin the consonants of Jiakl() Group in Middle Chinese are
the continual evolution following palatalization , and nowadays only appear

in Hunan Hakka.

Keywords : Hakka , palatalized consonants , retroflexion
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*kinn — tfin “chin”
*ke:si — tfi:z “cheese”
*geldan — jitlld “yield”

*gearn @ — jan “yard,thread”
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