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The Phonetic Adjustment and Contrast of Loan Words in Minnan Dialect
between Taiwan and Xiamen: Taking Japanese and Indonesian as Examples

Guo Xianyin Wu Ruiwen

Abstract: Due to historical factors, Taiwan and Xiamen Minnan dealects both have awealth of loanwords from for-
eign languages. Most of the loanwords in Taiwan Minnan dealect are borrowed from Japanese, while those in Xiamen
Minnan dealect from Indonesian. In order to integrate loanwords into Minnan dealect, thephonetics must be adjusted. The
adjustment strategies include consonant matching, phonetic insertion, syllable deletion, substitution of similar phonemes,
and super-segmental translation. In view of contrast, both of their loanwords have undergone the same phonetic adjust-
ment process, butthere are also some differences due to the different phonetic systems of the sourcelanguage. "Shi Zi Du
Y1m"( reading Chinese characters of Japanese in Taiwan Minnan dialect) is a unique phenomenon of borrowing Japanese
words, caused bythe sharing of the writing system, while such phenomenon does not existin Xiamen Minnan dialect, for
the writing systems of Indonesian and Xiamen Minnan dialect are different.
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