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tsi3: tender, young, delicate (of men, animals, shoots of plants, etc.)

1u5 tsi3, young, as person. tsi3 tshio?7, id. lau6 tsi3, old and young.
sik7 tsi3, stiff or hard, and soft, as branches, &c. thy2 tsi3, the sugar
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is boiled soft, not hard of stiff. (Douglas 1990[1873]: 40)°

tsi3: tender. put7-lun6 lau6 kang6 tsi3, whether old or young. tsi3
kau5-lau6, from childhood to old age. m6 tsid2 laué me6 tsia2 tsi3,
middle-aged. ki&3 iau3 iu5-tsi3, children still young, not yet able to
earn money. tsi3-kid3 bo2 pak7-tn2, a young child without
understanding of affairs; said sometimes in blaming a man.
(Barclay 1990[1923]: 20)°
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S FHHSEFIEZAR ¢ tender, young, delicate (of men, animals, shoots of plants, etc.) it chir,
young, as person. chi chhioh, id. l1au chi?, old and young. sek ch®, stiff or hard, and soft, as
branches, &c. thiig chi®, the sugar is boiled soft, not hard of stiff.

b FHAsEFIESAR ¢ tender. put-lin 1au kang chi®, whether old or young. ch® kau-lau, from
childhood to old age. m chié» 1au m chia" ch P, middle-aged. kid" idu iu-ch ¥, children still young,
not yet able to earn money. ch -ki&» bd pak-tng, a young child without understanding of affairs;
said sometimes in blaming a man.
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tsien3 ~ § young unripe, youthful

tsien3 tseu3 § 5 birds just out of shell—unsophisticated

tsien3 kual mo2 non?2, tsien3 kian3 mo2 pok7 ton2 § A & ¥ > §
% & "f % unripe melons have no pulp, so children have no
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tsia3 sinl (chiar-sin): fruit wanting in flavour because not ripe.
tsia3 sik7 (chiar-sek): pale in colour.
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tsia3 be3 (chiar-bé): the lighter rain that ends a long downpour.
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140 Douglas (1990[1873]: 42) :
tsid3 (chia"): np3 tsia3 (nng-chiar), weak; delicate (as in health);
belonging to a weak clan or family, not having much influence or
power; feeble.
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On the Etymology of 75i3 in Southern Min:
From the Viewpoints of Phonology and
Word Family

Rui-Wen WU

Academia Sinica

This article takes the Taiwanese Sothern Min spoken form as a
starting point to discuss the original character of a commonly used word:
the adjective tsi3 used to express tender plants (such as tender ginger)
or young people with little experience. From the perspective of cross-
dialect comparison within the Min language, this article first of all
confirms that Taiwanese Sothern Min tsi3 has the same origin as the
Eastern Min Fuzhou tsien3, Zhouning Gongchuan tsien3, Ningde tsem3
and other forms. In Proto Min, it can be reconstructed as *tsiam3.
Further, this article demonstrates that *tsiam3 (the character known as
Zi Ran Qig “7&”) in Proto Min, which means light taste, and *tsiam3,
which means childish, tender, immature, and inexperienced, can both be
traced to the “J#i” (Ci Ran Qi€) word family. Specifically, those two
semantic meanings in Proto Min are closely related to the meaning
‘nascent’ which is derived from “J§i7.” Finally, this article points out that
*tsiam3 and *tsiam3 in Proto Min are actually doublets that can be

traced to two different chronological strata.

Key words: Southern Min, Eastern Min, etymology, word family,

comparative method
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