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On the Functions of the Preposition 7a2 in
Kinmen Southern Min

Rui-Wen Wu"

Abstract

This article, based on my first-hand field notes, investigates
grammatical functions of the preposition za2 in the Southern Min spoken
in Kinmen County. The major syntactic function of the preposition za2 is
to introduce a noun phrase (i.e. the NP2) in the structure [NPI1-
tal1-NP2-VP]. Semantically speaking, fa2 codes five semantic roles,
those of source, goal, beneficiary, malefactive and patient. This article
observes that ta2 functionally parallels the preposition ka6 in Taiwan
Southern Min. Therefore, the relation between ta2 and ka6 deserves a
unified explanation. It is essential to clarify whether the two prepositions
(i) are phonological variants of a cognate, or (ii) descendants of different
proto forms. My effort to clarify this issue is divided into three parts. First,
I thoroughly describe the grammatical functions of #a2 in modern
Southern Min. Second, I probe into the diachronic origin of ¢a2 in early
documents with corresponding phonological rules. Third, I account for
the relations between the grammaticalization of fa2 and language change
in the historical grammar of Mandarin.

This article obtains two main findings. First, the preposition ta2

originates from the word tong (f). Data from early documents and

Associate Research Fellow, Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica
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phonological rules afford abundant evidence to substantiate this claim.
That is to say, ta2 is neither cognate with ka6 (% gong) nor a dialectal
variant of ka6. Second, Southern Min, from a typological view, is a
language that exhibits the distinction between commitative prepositions
and non-commitative prepositions. My analysis differs from the
previously hypothesized path of grammaticalization: commitative
preposition > marker of patient and source > preverbal object marker. The
main reason is that the commitative preposition does not shift to the
marker of patient/source or even to the preverbal object marker. I claim
that preposition phrases that take patient arguments are derived from the
grammaticalization of verbs that denote the sense of sharing. By contrast,
commitative prepositions are derived from the verb denoting the sense of
gathering. In other words, these two types of prepositions, which
originated from different verbal meanings, still remain synchronically

distinct categories in Modern Southern Min.

Key words: Southern Min, gong, téng, grammaticalization, historical

linguistics
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