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A Comparative Study of Wit and Min Cognates of Zhi *

Hsiu-Fang Yang

National Taiwan University

The Wu and Min dialects widely attest forms meaning ‘to pick up’, but a
common etymon has proven elusive due to the great divergence of phonetic form.
By using a combination of the comparative method and strata analysis, we have
determined that the etymon is §# zhi, analyzed as /7“7 in the Guangyun (%%
E{‘). By applying regular sound change rules, modern dialect forms can be traced

ack to Old Chinese. We further discuss some principles regarding the study of
cognates across dialects.

Key words: Wu, Min, comparative method, strata analysis, cognate
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