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HISH H AV JH1E (topicality) ?Eiijva ﬂ§ﬁ1’|gfjjgﬂlﬁ¢“tﬂiﬁﬁ*ﬁ knyqﬂqg
i?hﬂ/:{él”;ﬁq@ ose- ° {—j q.—, J @_1* E] ?I@ﬁﬁ’:’[ﬂ)fﬁ Ejll‘:p' Fk’it ﬁl]p‘ I:
B{ﬂfu (—z%ﬁ[il@m) g&f\_t V(Q?Ffpﬁ EEIET_I RES (Tm ]ff:@mj? ]1 ?&;1*1 ﬁ%
IR E'ﬁl = FERERI 0 e B R R P RS R TSR (switch
function) » lﬁ:t'giqﬁ?’ﬁﬁ‘ Fapt (referent tracking » %2 [l Van Valin and LaPolla
1998:§6.4.1) [19 fudk = B » (£ it 4 BF AU - *

ElL R HH?E'% | LI 42 dipy A o P
fiy B E F[J o = RLEZ HiH WEES (agentless passive) ?f? i (250 Sierwierska
1984:83 ) » [l PUEsm] FUYmlie (verb base) I Hﬁ“iﬁ[]f“qm e- Y 2 A
At IR M P d Vi o sy ri%‘ﬁﬁ%”%éﬁfﬁiﬂ Bl Vs
A - Bl

(16) ko’  tyjtfe p-t/o-co
iF;‘ i Jﬁ\@u;&_#j_a%—‘
iEfFJ:E' 'W%&f_j’! Co

(17) Jfofor-ta qeywe?  e-rét-co
S T e
A

Z kLHES (middle) ’rﬁlﬁ, F O PUERS R U Rl 8L ke ;f%gi/ i 1‘%1"?1
TIRAIPRL - FEAE AR RLE T M AIV0A (non-telic) AR > i 7R .

20 @W%wgwﬂm@ = PR B Talmy Givon % FLY ¢ (S5 (Givon 1994a)
I'l'% Klaiman 1991:§4.3 -
21 ;Feﬂ;{”* 'J& - ,ipul&ﬁgglj&ﬂjrlﬁjgbﬂﬁ Fg EIEE}&%,E, =2 Jil"eﬁ EL L[ L—F I tﬁg&,}?‘:
/:h

&= (speculative progressive) Z*ZFHi R (irrealis) ZEFAg ™) ﬁ%ifj% Sun forthcoming-c °
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PR 3 RE S S
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e _-Ell
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IE’I,:JJ[E y*ﬁ%%‘ i?&gﬁ -3, ’E‘HE/I'F[J HJ“JJ ”7‘1{—# HU
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Fllﬁ_#& 1 Jﬁj o
b. khezer-ko sdorse  te-yta

B S ke v
A 2, .

B P E SRR RS ) A SR I P
] mwum)%ﬂwm

(21) a. mdorse  kfeze?-ko to-o-yta
G SR RS AR
?IJ@'; EAT SR
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b. kheze? b’do'lge—ka to-o-xta
W PRSI R
Kb 7 o

(ELRL > 710 (20) ~ (1) FHER b L 2{j7 S 28 P [lﬁ}?ffi T FT 5
[iF;u[pE&HU PO LS B TR S R T ST
ORI » 120 P Sl TR 2 [~ S ST il s
PRI AR > — AR RN N OB R - - B ,H o A
F[njﬁ F[ UHE R ,Elf'5 SHYUSTRE o

24 EEIES

DeLancey vt~ H.E;IFE/' Y I R RO (attention flow) i fit -SSP
AR PP o pe r?* VIR g s o *ﬁﬁg;ﬁ[ﬂjf[[
e uF[H’ iieaif @%F?ﬁ_ AU 2 (DeLancey 1981a:632) = [Fil
3.3 E{THI » DeLancey 1% Jrf;f’F‘[LI'i [ U"ﬁﬁ’ f.F |7j<|aj > i/[l%lg’g—fu;mxgﬂ—< Iﬁ,ﬁw
B ) ~ WG A0 (P PR~ 2 A O (R PIEE ) - I‘IJ;F[F[HIEJ
P AR P RO BT« SR SO R R
PIPELEIRY e B E"Z’E"IH BOF (AR U (IITE |2 b
PR > P II Y EER ST) -

ﬂ[‘flf_f’g > ,i?[gﬁﬁﬁqbfﬁjﬂfﬁg = EL/I'EH‘ (FIFIHE - ?'Efpﬂﬁ )Eﬁigﬂgp(%
g [ ﬁﬁ]ﬂ%ﬁq[) il Qe‘a];a‘u[ﬂjifgj J[ﬁ‘%ﬁ’r{ﬁ

ﬂﬁﬁ%“ﬁﬁJ %mﬁ%ﬂf‘wgzkﬁﬁ SERLELT W R 2T
**EST ) = IW"EH‘ 7 F'@@%ﬁ = (H] 2 = Flﬁ‘~ DHJ/J_ [ﬂ glg’ﬁ =
- Flj:;.:?,nﬂ I/@[H@lg’g—)
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> R ORI R BT 2 4 As;ruﬁfgng;mﬂjﬁ“waagmﬁkﬂg TRV [ e rprﬁﬁ—
[% 7 (iconicity) ETJF”[“?% I "3§|?|E I’]jiu:ﬁﬁpuﬁ[ﬁ PO » BRI A i o R 1
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%‘f@'gﬁ PR 24) frA lﬁfﬂ}_ E"ruw SIRIEDYE M E“«DHF <l Hﬁﬁ P EFI
IREE o
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Empathy Hierarchy in Caodeng rGyalrong Grammar

Jackson T.-S. Sun Shi Danluo
Academia Sinica Ma’erkang Nationality Normal College

Linguistic structure frequently encodes differences in the way a speaker
identifies (or empathizes) with various entity types (such as speech-act participant
vs. non-participant, human vs. animal, animate vs. inanimate) that are involved in
the discourse, resulting in so-called ‘empathy hierarchies’. rGyalrong is notable
among Tibeto-Burman languages for possessing such elaborately developed
distinctions, with wide repercussions to its grammatical structure. This article
draws upon first-hand data from the Caodeng subdialect of the Sidaba dialect to
explore the semantic and pragmatic bases of the rGyalrong empathy hierarchy, as
well as its impact on several important grammatical areas: nominal ergative
marking, verb agreement, direction, and attention flow. The morphosyntactic
evidence examined herein reveals a five-degree hierarchy: speaker > hearer >
human third person > non-human animate > non-animate. Different pairwise
oppositions on the hierarchy manifest different degrees of control on the grammar
of the language.

Key words: Tibeto-Burman, Sidaba rGyalrong, Caodeng, empathy hierarchy
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