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On Temporal Reference in Modern Chinese

Jo-wang Lin
National Chiao Tung University

Chinese is traditionally considered a language lacking in morphological
tenses, with temporal reference determined by temporal adverbials or from
context. In addition to adverbials and context, temporal reference in Chinese may
be effected by various other factors, such as situation types, grammatical aspect,
verbal semantics, (in-)definiteness of the noun phrase, or temporal connectors.

Key words: Chinese grammar, Mandarin, temporal reference, tense, aspect
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