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&5 %l (progressive aspect)
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A e

B. 75 Z B &)

6. %ﬂjﬁﬂgj (place adverbial)
7. EJJE fUlFV]EA] (time adverbial)
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9. By MR fiE (PRSI ) *
10. 37— M 28 f ( Elﬁ%ﬂ)
11 537 MFEEET £
12, BYZ MHE RS EEt
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14, 5= MFAECRHTS Rl
15 ?‘Fﬁ LG
16 ’Z/EJ,I’A: E&I?ﬂ*
D. g
17 FﬁJ i
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22, R
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G. #189%8 5| (lexical classes)

25. FE[F%SE::@ (discourse particles)
26. ’J[@F 151 (amplifiers)*
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31.

# % B 1% (subordination features)
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33. *[%{F (conditional subordinator)
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84 7

. L

37. [l s
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. #FRETY X, (Stative form)

iox

BT (si)

=i

Fﬁ%
Fﬂ”ﬁﬁ
S

«:Ti

)
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46.
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A Multi-dimensional Analysis of Spoken and Written

Taiwanese Register

Tiu", Hak-khiam
Taitung Teachers College

This paper is a corpus-based study of sociolinguistics. The aim of this study
is twofold: (1) to identify underlying dimensions of register variation in
Taiwanese, and (2) to characterize the textual relations among different registers.
This study adopts Biber’s (1988) multi-dimensional approach to register variation.
The corpus comprises nine spoken registers (94 texts) and eight written registers
(91 texts), totaling 144,942 words. Texts are segmented, tagged, and counted by
computational tools. The distribution of 36 linguistic features in these texts is
subjected to factor analysis. Five underlying dimensions are identified in this
study: interpersonal vs. informational; personal expression of emotion; persuasion:
logical vs. temporal linking; narrative; and involved exposition vs. precise
reportage. Textual relations among these registers support the interpretation of
dimensions. Since no single dimension is capable of explaining all of the register
variation in Taiwanese, the results of this study show that register variation are
best captured by multi-dimensional construct.

Key words: multi-dimension, spoken, written, register, Taiwanese
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