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The Semantic Development
from Causatives to Passives in Chinese

Li-li Chang

National Taiwan University

This paper explores the semantic development from causatives to passives in
Chinese. We argue that it is the unwilling permissives that links causatives and
passives. Support was found for the two phenomena: (1) The semantic development
of {causatives > unwilling permissives > passives} can well describe the history
of three Chinese constructions, i.e. jido, rang, and géi, and (2)unwilling
permissives can well characterize the constructions of reflexive permissions and
adversative passives, both of which are well-known causative-passives in other
languages. The paper then discusses conditions for this change from the aspect of
semantics and syntax, and points out the pragmatic function of causative-passives
in comparison to ordinary passives.

Key words: causatives, passives, unwilling permissives, causative passives, reflexive
permissions, adversative passives
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