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Imminence emphasis marker lai 2K of Jishui dialect in Jiangxi and some
relevant issues

Abstract

Based on the function and syntactic distributions of lai in the Jishui dialect and also concerning
two kinds of functional types in other neighboring dialects, this paper explores the features,
grammatical attribution, and semantic sources, plus some other issues on the pragmatic marker
lai for imminence emphasis in the dialects. The marker lai in Jishui is restricted to co-occur
with a proximative particle by being placed before the main predicate or just in front of the
proximative particle, while it varies in function and syntactic behavior in other dialects. After a
description of its functions and comparison between dialects, the article argues that the marker
lai derives from motion-cum-purpose serial verb construction through grammaticalization,
extension and reanalysis, resulting in the co-occurrence of marker lai with a perfect particle,
and even functioning as proximative marker in some dialects. Moreover, it claims that the
marker lai differs from le in mandarin and some proximative auxiliary words in the world
with a similar semantic source, and deserves further exploration from a typological linguistic
perspective.

Keywords: pragmatic marker [ai?€, imminence, proximative aspect, desiderative
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