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The characteristics and sources of the durative aspectual markers in
Haifeng Min dialects

It is recognized that durative aspects and aspectual markers are related to prepositional struc-
tures in the Min dialects. But, in the Haifeng Min dialect (HFM), which located in a language
contact zone, there are three aspectual markers [t035], [nin53], [tsu22] to indicate duration of
action, state, or event. The characteristics of these markers are varied and the sources of [nin53]
and [tsuzz] are unknown. To describe the characteristics of these markers and explore their
sources, we have relied on the comparative method and the theory of language contact. We
make the following conclusions: (1) [t035] must come from Chaoshan Min, because of geo-
graphic and genetic closeness to Haifeng Min; (2) [nin53] is from Hakka, due to constant con-
tact with HFM; and (3) [tsuzz] is traceable to HFM contact with Guangdong, Hainan, and
other Southern Min dialects, which likewise omit prepositional structures. The characteristics
and sources of the durative aspectual markers in HFM have typological significance for dialects
located in multilingual/multidialectal zones.

Keywords: Haifeng Min, Hakka, durative aspectual markers, language contact
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