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(F1) wip? R R
Cb(U) = Cb(U, )

OR Cb(U, ) =[?] Cb(U) # Cb(U, )
Cb(U) = Cp(U) AEGE ilei it
Cb(U) # Cp(U) REFF FET A

EFRFOMEES / A ERP LT 5B A R SRR LAY RN S (
) F2 I LT EHE &G 2R R B eE A Z MRy EE OGRS - Bt 0 &
(PR A 2 T T 9 1) ) 4 2 DURE A P IR RE Y 2 SR L 4

U,: Susan, gave Betsy, a pet hamster.

U,: She, reminded her, that such hamsters were quite shy.
a. She, asked Betsy, whether she liked the gift.
b. Betsy, told her, that she really liked the gift.

Daniel also prepared a gift.

°©

d. Daniel also bought her, a gift.
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THINGA B BRI 2 - T B R E A AN B TR0 - B 0 £
G+ SRR > 79% HIRER R BTSSR PIB RN Z R EE LAV > 55 1% [EIfE T
LR BEMEAGE - BRSSO -

RIE =01 (@-6) TR - THeZPEy / THERE L / Tk AVRESS R EE L
Wy Egf o SEHERAZEE - 1A - SEAVARELARE - AT HERE - B0
B i EEE AR RN — A FIEECR AR - e — R IER AR T Alsa , GEUE
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c. EMTIREINVECHBFEZHT -

Cb: [ AR]
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iE
DST: [[=]FE A A
b. #EFPRTIGET >

Cb: [[RIFIHREIA]
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B W BRI Z AR A B OO PRIFRERAY = (A OREF + 4 ~ OREF + (RFFRIORET

+ A o B = (R AR A SR T MRS ORI A - B RE AL AT

aa ) Z Y EPfUEHES{%E{M@E%&%Hﬂﬁ%@zﬁ’] Bl BB Z Aiss AR [EFE ol - SR

ERMERERES AT - Bl

(10) W5 =8 KERER/N Y B4&0E > o EEFSEE RS —fRmot 0 HETRME
N B SRR (OREFF+ 4 B TERE)
a. W =EKEEER/N T E&E

Cb: [7]

Cf: [I=F K » E/N1I]
BB e

DST: [ =& K]

b. M EAVEFEE ARG

Cb: [(W =& KE)]

Cf: [ EAVEFSE » (W =8 KH)] {RFF
EE ERHE

DST: [ = & K]

C HABIEER (M)  RERAEB6 7578
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c. FUSTRITR T —EBFEfITRL

Cb: [(F =& KH)]

Cf: [(M =8 KH) - 8T - BRAVFTIR] EE
i) HE HE

DST: [R§ =& K]

(11) [ERg > (RASEEAAF At > BIFFBAE 7 > (REh SRR > BeE St
MR T T R 7 7 (ORFF + 24 - B ERR)

a e (RYREARS -
Cb: (7]
CE: [{]
i
DST: [F]
b FRBICE MR EIE T T -
Cb: (7]
CF: [£2 » {R(=FIFD)] {245
B
DST: [
. TR T 2
Cb: [F7]
CF: [ (=1eF) » Featiat 71 AL
M
DST: [

By (10) PEIZIEHLE = ARE ) EAsER T B AT EEE AR LR AR X
PrRaG T EABE tRaE AR U OERE - EEAVSIPWE - BUEERREENETE L > SUERERE
[ElfE LI TR (Cb =ZHE=Cb,, ) - #E T RFIFHERIIER - ZIHTEENE
—RAIEFEREE -

B R MFTEEIGHAYE > (100) (YLFERE HZRPEFEF A - fREE Hu (2008) HIBSE -
95.43% HYZ I a5 BLH S TREpa X (Rl —(E AR ALY /NVag o » (RBE > (100) FYZEIP ERER M H
EOMATHY (10b) F|ORIETTRERY - MIEEEERY (102) - EEWRE » (10b) PHIE A FEHETE
THE&EE AT EIPEE AT o MERFIEER - BT A AAERE A — T
fir % > BRG] DL T s am TS EEmaE ISRy -
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Partee (1989) fEEE 4] “Marble example” ' g 5H » 415 51T i R —(HEL%
Eah R E RS EIEN R AL (discourse marker) » AL E A FHYE B ERAIR
o] DL E e CER T o 4

() FETHEETER o B RE TP IUE - e RE DS N -
()  FWETHEFETER > EEHIRE T HPIUE - S ERERTAME AT REE D3 T

REEEWAEE () N THT A FE-ERRETT T e, EENREREC—H]

DIZAREIRAERE TR, — RS A EREERE "B ERRENAEE - R
FAIEE > Partee HYE —mmlr R » R (&AL ERTE T HEER LR > (H2F—
{8 RS DAL - BIEESR E R MR B AS (semantically inferable entity) > FSEERA
BT EBEE PR  TREAVEE ST - B

(i) We took a taxi back home last night. Unfortunately, the driver does not speaker Manda-
rin.

(iv) We took a taxi back home last night. 7??Unfortunately, se does not speaker Mandarin.

(v)  BEE-REEERPTEE - FTRERAIFTSEEE TRy AR o (FEH 0 (/N
D) )

(vi) BHEFH-REEERFTELE - 22702 (B) #2057 iR -

EBF > the driver F1 T F3H | Fodha L RIHER] - MAESCIT ARy ANESERE LANZA —(E 7]
fEE RS BUIE - FREVEEMTE (v) AR (vi) PR e TaBRIRH g - ATV g
HERIE - Wb OB ERARILIGRE2PRUER T EE ) WARAAEHE EEE > AR
UL EETHE TR AR HANAEE EIE - A (EESRER0 AR
AR AT BERIRSY > ELES - (vi) ARYET TR A —E T e BRI A
EALE

7 “Marble example” F ) HERAE Heim (1982:21) » JF4) By ¢
a. I dropped ten marbles and found all of them, except for one. It is probably under the sofa.
b. 71 dropped ten marbles and found only nine of them. It is probably under the sofa.
Partee (1989) {54 5y
a.  One of the ten balls is missing from the bag. It’s under the couch.
b.  Nine of the ten balls are in the bag. #It’s under the couch.

TEIRATII SR 24 15 A S BT A 6y Partee A9BI4] » ASCHEAOEEESE » (HAFILIE HERE -
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FEEZ - i) (10) HRANEES) ¢ (B T ZP[0lE » F5HEER b RN —EZIP Ry » RBHTERE
1] b P EE R EERC E R TEE - BRI T e — (A AL E - (ISR
iy T = ERE ) T LUEBE P Ol R IE T o R RELE — R EA S K ANAL BN E
1 > AVVEREA] ¢ BAEEA] b BB NEREE - 1 HIR8 0) tkHe A A EeE P T 0l
5 o B 7T FrE—EE > TS RE A P #1456 (middle construction) fi—{[Ef& LAY ¥
b - Ackema & Schoorlemmer (1995) F1 Rapoport (1999) 54 - dr@hss i - Ay #EER 3 5E (logical
subject) (A4S EVRATE - NIt IR R MV RE e 28 T Bk A At A E P IER
Ty FATEBINEE ST o [EIREDAGERE R BT (10) Ryfoll - Rt ) U Ry — {8 R E4s i (10) > A HY
R AR T —— T EhaS i B FAVEE AV RR (N P2 IR - MRS a5
WREZ -

(10) S =FEARER BN R > L ERVEFSEEREEARIRA 5 - 27? HAE TR M
B RAYTER.

Bt B e - MRS - ANEGEE ISR BERVERERME R E NS (BEZIPHY) [H
TRAVIETEE - SR e sEas b HERIHRE 2 B e 8 S h BhAa i oh By M L SR A A TR Rylalf5 o
O EEEESERE A UL ~ SRR EEERIIER -

It AR RSB W E B 0E LIFE > BVERGY T 4EmR . - R TE
WEh ] I FERELE BIA A AE L - A 8 B A AR A Z [ 8
ek  EEEOAFERET—EIFEMINREEAEE - fill o tREAEE - #
BRI F BB A E RSN —RIERB ATV B—EA —Ea A ER
£ > AL BRI FIFER SE R A& R ARV IR T LAY ORES - 0 R &R ARy AGR e 2 (ST
i o HEIMPREE % ah e 11 ETAVEE 1 o ORI+ ORFPIANE — 0 =R T8 — B8 - SEIIAVEER
REER =01 > HompRss a0 REREEET N - M LE SRR - B
Z AR AHT L AR IR B P B RE SR - S B R R TV AR - AR - W sE AAIE
BRI U PRI IO - B BN 1& 58 Y BB [EITE 58 R - B4

(12) FFENEEERT » BEFHBRES T - s FEE TR — R E A
B (PRFE+HIRE - BEWFERE)
a. [AFEEVETEE AT

Cb: [?]

Cf: [[FIFg BT ]
X

DST: [[]F]
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b BT T

Cb: [[H]F]

Cf: [ ([HF)] FRfr
E5E TIPHE

DST: [[5F]

c. [FEFIFEETERE—IRETEERES L -

Ch: [17]

CF: (B » —RMGT » ) (R
R,

DST: [[6]7]

fEiE—sBRA T > 5BE b ERE BRI ESE TR, o B T a o ZHAY
FULRES - BIMe B E Rlalfs OB K T Z ATEE ARy AR AR IR YR A) - DI
s REE T E R O EIMEE L o BB - 208 TSR EER ) AVEES - TH A
B EsE T BES T ) ZMRA TSR - BRI - 55 b MIFTE RN
{8585 Z FEEIRR (TR G S Lo - IR E M B R PO IREF - AR SRS A
PREF + RIGERE RV EER R B - 28 ERFIER1000] & # B aeRER R g
A I8PIREEM 7 R e B T — (B SR R L OrEr - Hor - R0 ah W EE T E
TR AT A ORI TEE - EHT - XA 50% REAAE - E= ST
poky TAENE B Tk FUEh R AR AN R R E SR — R RA
18% HIRER 1 67 P B B AR 2 FiTsE B 2 R A S R S e BRI  » TE — g )T X
RRAMNREEE VR o ER SRR 5% rfCGEEE A BB IR BN e rT5E - A - &
Gery TAANgER ) KR T AEN R 2 T RENE ) BN TSRS o BRE L E)
T T E AL BRI - SRR E AN S AR A E A OREr - R R
alEERR M T ATREE -

£ LB 22 OEa Al h - A 3(E AR w5 ) A R PR A BIS A +
4/ PREFEILR DA R ) Ryt e i Pt A - FERTRERAL T - PR R
HET A BRI T ERE o EELSERA T B REE O B Z AR IR ERE ©
M ERERIEHE ARG LEGRE - BT -

(13) RRARMRIE LI PEGESIVNG (BEE) HEAVINAR N ACK—#E > B (i
BLauhE - SUE AT SRR L > o (s Eit + E4g « B &R )
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Cb: [7]
Cf: [ARHIE > 327)

Ot

DST: [ZrHl5K]

B W HBALE (T -

Cb: [?]

T EE BEE

Cf [GEF) > =(EMHESS] s

DST: 23]

Stack: [Z K]

SR R R L oo

Cb: [Z2¥]
CL: [GEF) > FISHEHVER L] HEAE

BEE  HE

Sy =
DST: [Z2°¥]

Stack: [FxHIEk]

(14) FAREEFBERIZCINARK T - REGIEERZEEET  BREEFEC — T T7#

RUOPE THRS - REIRERFEMESBES - - CIGER 4 REF - BT
HaE)
a.  (BIEFBERAVIZCINRG) RISHESRR=ETER -

Cb: [(RlEFEERE L A2)]

Cf: [(RlEF2ERE 2R A) - Bl =]

i) &

DST: [Fifi&f ke 2Ol A]

b. BEREERGEHC— N T#RNOT S T

Cb: [?7]
Cf: [l > R FuiGidik
ia BEMEE

DST: [#5]

Stack: [RlIEFAERAY LT A
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c. ENfEtEEE

Cb: [HHE=]
Cf: [EHf - HlE=] PRy
i Gic)

DST: [#5#E2]
Stack: [RiflEFZ&RAY 2L AH ]

By (13) - wlerafiyim s EaE ol pishnyEss T2 [Ff5 0 e T UL ARG i
M FEEAE—E S AGERAEERER T EEMES, - JRMRE  SEHREENAN -
PR A TP LRGSR AL THYRTEE T B Jo iR BRRBAE 7ol ) B B R A BB Firsd A A [RIAY
ol > FREE - AR EE AT o IEAZR ARG @t a A EE T L BE
FULHVE S IR T ERE - FRE SRR TP - AV AR AT AE © [EfE
LA AR R - SRR SEIRAVEE ) o B TEARE TR T S - A R IR
TR - Tt & R E AR PR ES D

mi&—REECEMB] - ER G EI R AR BRI R - Bl e
2R RG> S BIRE TR ERVE —(ERER R B - /28 T SO DURBAIEL T > B
B H AR FR R AR

Zt - FrAETLEEEAIE S 2T e R o BB - SEAEE T O EEET A
BENE M BV HENER R (S HEES - H _BEa otb RAE R - fE9RR
PRomaRETE LAY ATE T R —ERE A T EA —EAEE (B / R0 o IEE—ER
[EHE U AGEE - R ZIEARE AT LU EFE o - IS8R - BB 5 - & A RR]
ferful ~ ORI EE R R BT B TERYIIRE - SRR R S ) A R E R AT
AVEER - B AMERRIETOES Cf TR - —EEAGER EARTEIR - SR
{5 RS F BBV A S 4 1 IEfE ORI ATG IR ~ FrgfE U O ERIS A > BT R
REEHIBEAG - B BRI S I BB FUE N AT B AR A At rT e Ry [ElfE
Fuls > MBS AEREHHEERER - JERIRS T ORI AT DT ERE
AP AREERY A TEE -

FEANEE R Z AT > F Tl SR R s AR o5 2 - SRR E R
EMELHERAE - Gt BRBUR - FE AT ORVEE N R E M F3E 7 E Y
TER o 1m0 OB S R P PIFR It 1 — T B LB AR 25 R T ol ) 2 AV R R (A —— 2
s AR TEIRRRRIER - sEREE VAV S IR - iRIE (R2) HBHR © EiEes
m LR U O R - IR HYER R R BTELBIS T 62% o iEER S 0 aE A R YRR R R
HYHEEMEIER 4 - HE 62% HIRER R BRIt mB 2l s h LR (O TEIFTR)
ARV B v LV AE + AR B8 Ry T LR ET + B4 SRR A E MRS T -
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a.  WEAGEE L - ST W 0 R TEHAS UE T s KTy > B
sERE - WAE—REgE TET - RS+ S

b WEAEAE I - BT A BRI/ E T RS KT > [
FEMTIUEE 7 BB EGE TR T o (PRFF D)

RIEFAMTRE R - AL O SR E R RIG B A AL AS B ERvS— MR TR E LAV AsE > 52
Fr I B RAEHENRES T T AR FRHEE BRI TR gEh RS AR
R s S E M EAVRAR R -

4. WF8) &)k BRI

[ LR R EH R TR T OB E I RIVESK - (R WEEE Y —E R —E e T E Y AANL
B fmik Brn e B EE A - B A EE ARG OESR - [ EREET]
PAEA— ARG S E = - Ol EE A P ST ERE - Rt - R =Ry EE MR
AREEEFE T REVE S 2R - W ERE R AR LoV — (A E—RI R E iy &)
EGEREIEZ — 2 - HE—SSEIVERRIP R SRR ARVIATEAS H— e AT e -

Pan (1998) = Ig HiEREAIHELIEE (Generalized Passivization Operation) » 57 5y EEATHY
FLECH T HRAEN R T 45 MR EASHYAE JT (accusative case suppression) o {758 I
SERE W E) ) B ILEENG fA BE o MEESEEER FHY R o JESEAVR BN LR R E N VP 1
TMEEZENEE - [ELLERE b - e - SEEE (2005) oA e (2008) $fFres " RuEha) ) i
HAN N B R REY AR

PassiveP
Passwe/\ P
|
#, PP VP
/\ /\
r NP, V NP,
5

FEZESET > T, Ryt BhiEaD - HENSEEE " Vten, THYen: THE,, ALRSIAMEES
AFIREAY S > A E R (haplology) 1S EI—(# " #t , ¥ o BLAGEM ~ EFREEEREEY
& R A sEVEALEAaAER > TREE ) RRER T HEEREER -
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5391 > Huang (1999) $HAE &) aAGS R M th ] DARRE SR (a9t ) - gt A
1y T, R — IV (IP) fERE - BIITR= [, 1 [, OP, [, ZVUFT Tt]]] - /NeJf et
ERE "0, ALDRE BB AT AT - HATEE S E A AT i —2e ]
RERV ARG > BN 0T B BLBGHY ARG AT A FEA ST S 250 - FMEE5RREN U
HAWE AR ARSI o DRI SR EI AR o BRI SEMERE T
PRI ZEEN T RAE ) B ERE IR RS -

RSN —RER - TR W R AEAE R LAY IR /2 H Cheng (1986) f5 L
9 - JEREF (1997) BRANGH#E— 2 352 T Cheng (1986) HYEHEL » 5 1EARFE DL T RI4H B A/
EEaR

(15) a *R=®HHT I ft,—T -
b, MR=MHEMATT T -
(16) a. SR=EFASTTHEL—TF -
b, R=EMAEMITT—T -

Cheng (1986) it} - fE FEEaa N HBEAIFER T > "9, LR EAIENEE SR 747 (reanal-

ysis) - SHRC—(ERREDIEE  [#e-V] 0 B8 - (15) (M EGI g REE—EEEE - T, TR

= [FliE—(EEI N - S EHERE R 4R ERYE ] B (Condition B of Binding Theory)

Rt FAEZ% - BEE - T REHEY ) (Ve —ER LU B HZE2E Tl

#E 5], (Obviation Principle) Y& o A2k AN E © —(EBMEAY (GE SRR R AT HY
nn 7 D ERFE AN A R RE R A FHEHY (Hu, Pan & Xu 2001) - #1147

(17) a. *FEAZE THAIE -
b. SHEAJERIEREE T AVE -

(17a) N EEEAZHNEENR TEEFA] > FH > (152) F7 (15b) YA GATZ R FRAES -
Bk BRI TR WEhEREAE TR SEN AR ER ARG T

5. ¥

ARSAE GIW By A OB AEZR T R fERIAS T BREE B R AGE Rk > T 1058
WTsBAS FERBRE TR EVRI o AR RIBER > EIE RSN E 0 1E

SR AR R (R W EEE R o L R LRI A BRTET LA ERR S R S
% o ZREAIR - ASCASHENERRN IS RET T 5 5 - IR RIIITE S - B S E 2R ERE R A

SR -
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WFERB L E F M EZ A — (A AAS L - BRI ISP HEFE B IR EHE T O R
HEVEAVMER » R H R T GE IR R AR TR TR ERE R - NIt > WREHE R
et - B TAEgER ) > EIES RN TR AERER TR o FIR - BT AR
BEHE NSO RE RSN ER > _EHERERER EHIIREREARTAFAR © AiE 5 1ES
AHTHY ~ A AP EIH RS > IR EHE T OERRAVETEIRAE T - Bt g e
[EFHRY © ik E B BT WA IR AR ~ ARSI ~ A REsRAY IR E R
T BEERETEERFERE O - EREE IR - ZRAEM 5 ERAL
EERHTRIGE -

M sk
(FHH5%1)
TERTH 2 ST AR AH &40 A 4 > Cb(U, D) B Cp(U,, D) ~ Cp(U,,, D) HYRBRALI T -
LA AESE AESE OREFE (ZR] (IR A R
+ + + + + + + +
JEAE DR A HESH OREF sl HELE IRFF
Cb2-Cpl B 5| B =] = [5] i i
Cb2-Cp2 [] [] & £ 5 5 [ [d]

E  PLRREEHRSS Ry R -

(F8%2)
LU SR H B3R SIS BIS 4R -

1. (E58) = TR METIEIR T » FiREE T —(EAF - BE A Rl ahig
T/INOHETEEREE T 185 - (R + 4 - ERHE)
a.  (=98) = MW METMZR T -
Cb: [7]
Cf: [/554]
o

DST: [r54]
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b, ERAEE T —EAE

Cb: [/55]

Cf: [jb?ﬁ ( ) KIE]
L5 TIOHE  REEEE

DST: [&5]

c. A BV

Cb: [f=58]
Cf: [958 > HYIERN] HEAE

EFE e

DST: [i=54]

27 WHEAAE—HE > 31 T —RGEE - IR TR UE T — R EEh » Roehy -
HEIUEE T - WAE—RENdE TR« (RS + 4 - BIENED)
a. e (RRELN ) #&-Fdfas /Ul T — e Ess

Cb: [FI{EA]
CE: [RfEL A » —2LErEE]

Een e
(]

DST: [ {E ]

b, K7ulf > REIIEE T

Cb: [(H{ELA)]

Cf: [(MIfELA) - ] HESR
T EE BENE

DST: [ {E ]

c. MAE—RIGETET -

Cb: [ A]
Cf: [WA > BT] &

B

DST: [W{E ]

l6. —RR > PESEEITRER - HEMAIEGRC - et AREE 7 - 2228
(i — B A A R RN BH U R SR =y - (B8R + ORFF © BOMED
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92.

26.

84.

50.

36.
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AVRMERFEFETEEREHC » B RAVEREE #EORASEE TEZK - i
FIREIRVE e i P 2e 0T - GRS+ Orbs - BMEEED)

[FIFE SR AE R - FEET— PR TIGE T - FET R TREA (ZESE + 57
i - BMEREED

W5 = EREREE /NI B8 - i BRI SRR EASEfRITOE - R
BB TRAR (PRFF+HIESE © TIOHED

[FIFE o IRASEEARAF A EiEs - BIFEPME T > (RS AR » B E IR
EEMET T o REEIEEERGE T 7 (ORI B
[EIFHIRTREE R T BT HBEST iq/\%%ﬂE?@&ﬁ PR T2 AE AT e
FE - (RFEFHIRFF - TRHE)

AIRERMEEVRELRRE T ERERMEAMErITEtE  HERRM
ARIRATE CS:-- oo (PRFF+OREF © B

a. AIRERMEE P SHEERme T

Cb: [/=54]

CE: [{r(=r=58) - Fff]
e A

DST: [#55]

b, HEERLMIEAG BT ETE

Cb: [/55%]

Cf: [FfM > IRG=E5m)] Frfr
ia B

DST: [5 5]

c. HERmMIMIRITAYE CS:---

Cb: [/=5]
Cf: [F » IR(==58)] frEF

XF 2R
E1=] [Ei=]

DST: [r554]

PERE ~ FET ~ MEHGE IR BAESR SR T - SR e (PREF
+ G  ERMED
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a. [EF - FET - FEHEGR o 2AER

Cb: [?]
Cf: [BE# - 3T - ]

£y
5=

DST: [[£% ~ #E1 - [[1F]

b SKIEH AT -

Ch: [I3% ~ 2 - (b0

Cf: DRI (B27% - 37~ )] (255
HENE

DST: [[% - % - 1]

. SEAEAE s e
Cb: [[E)% ~ #F ~ [F]
Cf: [CRA)] G HEHA

T Tk
DST: [K%K]
Stack: [[FE/% ~ ZET ~ [AIFE]

78.  EHFEARYIRIESOR T i B TONESE o B R AR RUR SRR LK
VEERIVFERGHE - (fRFF iR « M)
a. IEIFEARIIRIESOR T > T HIER 2 T 1EH -

Cb: [?]
Cf: [ ARYTRb > KFoH]

=F1 o
A LA

DST: [ HFREHE]

b, MR BHRBRERIR A S IRGREA
Cb: [EAAYTRAE]
Cf: [Ef - TR frEF
i BAMEREE
DST: [\ HYFRHE]
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25.

20.
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c. TERAEHAVFERGHE o

Cb: [?]
Ct: [(Hf) - AR il
i

DST: [H ]
Stack: [RRAHYTRARE]

RARARIE LI P EREEE NGBS ) AEHYHLALAS N ACK—H - SIS (EfE
BLauiE - SR AT SRR L o e ORG24 « BAMERED)
JFEREMEFEB R LR T - RIFGHREEEE: > HRZEREC—T7#

TR S TS 0 KRRIKERERESEEZE > - O + OREF © BMER
&)
B AW > SRR s e (HrsBi A By + e ag - BEEw
&)
a.  EREF—Ir AR

Chb: [7]

Cf: [ - —BER] Brafim A B
i BRAMERE
DST: [E¥{]

b, HEHH—EELAL 5 e

Cb: [EH#f]
Cf: [(EHF) - —=ZRI] e

I EE

DST: [E3#]

7l F SRR
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A Study on the Influence of Chinese Passives
on Center Transitions in Discourse

Saina Wuyun1 and Haihua Pan'”

City University of Hong Kong1
Beijing Language & Culture University’

This article argues that the agent position of bei must be occupied by a syntactic entity—overt
or covert—by examining the backward-looking centers (Cb) and center transitions in Chinese
discourse segments containing bei-utterances using Centering Theory. We show that discourse
segments with overt or zero objects of bei all prefer center continuation, that both types of objects
can function as the backward center so as to maintain discourse coherence, and that they both can
function as the antecedent of a pronoun in the subsequent clause. Their difference lies only in the
fact that an overt object of bei may provide a possible Cb for the following utterance, while
the role of a zero object is only to maintain center continuation, hence keep the fluency of the
information flow in question. With this data analysis, we aim to support the traditional ‘Ellipsis
Approach’ regarding long and short passives, namely that both long and short passives have
the same syntactic structure—with a syntactic bei object, and their difference only lies in their
different roles in discourse.

Key words: long/short passives, overt/zero object of bei, backward-looking center, center
transition
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