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Linguistic Layout of Kaohsiung and Pingtung Counties
in Southern Taiwan

Uijin Ang
National Taichung University

In the southern Taiwan counties of Kaohsiung and Pingtung can be heard
three varieties of Han Chinese—Southern Min, Hakka, and Mandarin—and four
of Formosan (Austronesian)—Paiwan, Rukai, Bunun, and Tsou. (This area is
referred to as Kao-Ping.) Southern Min (or Minnan) speakers have the
overwhelming advantage of numbers in the region. This study focuses, however,
on the non-Min languages, with their distributions displayed in appended dialect
maps (generated with ArcView GIS® software).

Moving inland from the Kao-Ping coast, we can see four linguistic layers:
Southern Min, Hakka, Pennpoo-Minnan, and the Formosan languages. (Pennpoo-
Minnan is a variety of Southern Min spoken in the sinicized territory of Siraya, an
extinct Formosan language.) One obvious question begging for an answer is how the
Hakka had apparently come to intrude into Southern Min territory.

Chien’s (1997) buffer principle has been adopted for this problem. During
the Ching Dynasty, the Pennpoo served as buffer between the Chinese and the
unsinicized Formosans; the Pennpoo assimilated the language of their Southern
Min neighbors; and then the Hakka in turn came between Southern Min and
Pennpoo. While the more numerous Southern Min settled the best land to the west,
the other ethnic groups were relegated to the less productive mountainous regions
to the east. The linguistic layout of Southern Min, Hakka, Pennpoo, and the
Formosan languages clearly reflects the historical, cultural, and economic forces at
work in the region.

Key words: dialect geography, linguistic buffer, Southern Min, Hakka, Pennpoo
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