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The Relationship of Hakka to Gan

Mengbing Xiang
Peking University

The focus here is on the modern pronunciations of seven phonological
phenomena in Hakka and three main neighboring dialects, Min, Gan, and Yue,
illustrated with phonological maps. The seven phonological phenomena are:
(1) modern dialectal reflexes of Middle Chinese ZF (fei), % (fu) and % (feng)
initials; (2) reflexes of MC %~ (wei) initials; (3) reflexes of MC complete-turbid
= (shang) tone words; (4) reflexes of MC secondary-turbid shang tone words;
(5) reflexes of MC secondary-turbid 1 (ping) tone words; (6) retention or loss of
medial i in the MC /[ 1= 3 (dangshe-hekou-sandeng) fei group; and
(7) pronunciation of *J (yin) by I')I5=7 (vizhigie).

It is pointed out that modern retElexes of MC wei initials involve m- and that
the modern pronunciation of MC secondary-turbid ping words is yinping; the
Southeast dialects therefore cannot be classified by these criteria. However, MC
fei, fu and feng initials become modern bilabials; MC complete-turbid becomes
yinping; MC secondary-turbid shang becomes yinping, whether or not medial 7 is
retained in the MC dangshe-hekou-sandeng fei group of words. These criteria are
valid to varying degrees in classifying the Southeast dialects.

The pronunciation of the word yin by yizhigie is not widespread, yet is still
helpful in detecting the influence of West Fujian Hakka. The isogloss maps
highlight the classification value of these phonological features, leading us to
typify Hakka as follows: (1) The original tones included yangshang, with some of
the MC complete-turbid shang words and secondary-turbid shang words as well;
(2) the obvious retention of bilabials in the colloquial layer of MC fei, fu and feng
words; and (3) the retention of medial i in the colloquial layer of the MC dangshe
hekou sandeng fei group. Gan does not display these phonological features.
Therefore, judging by these criteria, Hakka and Gan should not be lumped
together into one big dialect grouping.

Key words: dialect geography, Hakka & Gan classification, Middle Chinese
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