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On the semantic function of [numeral+classifier+zhi/de+noun]:
A historical perspective

This article examines how the semantic function of [numeral+classifier+zhi/de+noun]
evolves from the Pre-Qin periods to Qing Dynasty. It starts off from a descriptive func-
tion, from which a quantity-denoting function develops since late Tang Dynasty. These two
functions are associated with two distinct structures, so numeral-classifier has structurally
changed from [ [p [QP Num-Cl] zhi ]N] to [QP [Num-Cl (zhi/de)][,N]1]. We will also
discuss how different types of numerals and classifiers may affect the semantic function of
the sequence of [numeral+classifier+zhi/de+noun].

Keywords: [numeral+classifier+zhi/de+noun], numerals, classifiers, semantic evolution
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