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The Phonological Diversity in Gannan Hakka Dialect and Related
Issues

Qian Zhang

Jinan University

Based on sufficient fieldwork and recent materials, a comprehensive comparison of the pho-
nological features of Hakka dialect across Gannan is firstly made to discuss the internal diversity.
Secondly, the reason of internal diversity of Gannan Hakka is analyzed from three points of
views: physical geography, administrative division, and historical immigration. Finally, combin-
ing with phonological identities and historical background, the relationship between Gannan
Hakka and surrounding dialects is discussed, providing further basis for the Hakka ownership of
Yuebei (north Guangdong) Tuhua and Bendihua in the middle and upper reaches of Dongjiang
Basin. It is shown that the internal difference of Gannan Hakka could mainly be the difference
between New Hakka and Old Hakka from the perspective of phonology. There are a slew of
similarities between Old Hakka in Gannan and Yuebei, and Bendihua in the middle and upper
reaches of Dongjiang Basin, while New Hakka in Gannan and Minxi Hakka, Yuedong Hakka are
extremely coherent. Relatively speaking, Old Hakka and Gan dialect in the same province are
much more identical. Viewing on the history of immigration, Old Hakka in Gannan and Yuebei,
and Bendihua in the middle and upper reaches of Dongjiang Basin can be regarded as “West
Line” Hakka. Correspondently, New Hakka in Gannan and Minxi Hakka, Yuedong Hakka can be
regarded as “East Line” Hakka. The biggest difference between “West Line” and “East Line”
Hakka, which probably originated at the beginning of the formation of Hakka dialect, is that MC
zhuoshang (J#J_F) currently shifts to Yinping ([~ ) whether or not.

Key words: Gannan, Old Hakka, New Hakka, West Line, East Line
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