
——
*

1.

 (1988)  (1990)
 (2009:197) 

 (2007:167) 
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 [b] [d]
 (voiced implosive) [ ] [ ]

 (breathy voice)  (murmur)  [b ] [d ]
 [p ] [t ]

2.

2.1

 (Tsuji 1980:12–15) 

 (Tsuji 1980:13) 

p un21 t u 21 k i21 c a21 üt2 ün21 wi21 w13 m u21 n oy21 üt2 a:y21 l w21

 (1995:16)  
b d   p t  

fv d8 b 2 bag8 din2 ded8 go 2 u6 zo 2 g8 zœ4 zod8 ai2 uæd8 u n2 id8

 (1995:17)  
[bon2]  [den2]  [gyn2]  [gu n2]  [dyo 2]  [ 2]  [ n2]  [k u4]  
[t ai4]  [ o6]  [k o 6]  [t ai6]  [p eag8]  [k og8]  [ yd8]  [ ap8]
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2.2

 1997  2006  
2012  2010

2.2.1

 (1997:44) 
 [b] [d] [g]

 [b] [d]  [p] [t]  [k]  
(2006:27) 

 (243) 

 [be 243]  [pe 243]  [ i243]  [pi243]  [pai243]  [ u213]  [ i213]
 [ an21]  [ e 21]  [ ak21]  [ i t21]
 [dœ 243]  [tœ 243]  [d u243]  [t u243]  [ in243]  [dam213]  [de 213]
 [ u21]  [ e 21]  [dak21]  [ ip21]
 [k u243]  [ku n243]  [ u213]  [ku n213]  [kin21]  [ku i21]  [k p21]
 [kit21]

 (2006:6)  [ ]
[ ]  (Tsuji 1980) 
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2.2.2

 (2012) 
 [ ] [ ] 1 

[p ei13] [ ou31]
[t i13] [ i31] [t ia 13] [tiak33]

[ ia 13] [ ia 33]

 (2007) 
B 2 

2.2.3

 (2010) 

 [b] [d] [ ]
 [b] [d] [ ]  [p] [t] [k] 

[b] [d] [ ]  [p] [t] [k]  
[b] [d] [ ] 

1  (1996:9–10)  b d

2  B 



665

Language and Linguistics 17(5)

2.3

3.

3.1

 (Tsuji 1980)  (1995) 

 (2008) 
(1998)  (2000)  (2000)

 (2010) 
 1994  (2004) 

 (2013) 



666

3.2

3.2.1

 (2002:25) 

 (2000:342) 
 (2003:9) 

 (1935) 

 [b]  [d] 

 (2006:28) 

3 
 3.2.2 

3  (2005) 
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(2006:5) 

3.2.2

 (1997:39) 
 k 

 k 

 VOT 

 2012

 (1996:20) 
 b d  b d

 p t  p t  b d  
(2006:6) 
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 (1996:20–21)  (2007) 
 th  t

 t 
 p t

 [b]
[d]  2007

3.2.3

4.

4.1
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4 

 (2001:228) 

 1

4.2

(1990) 
 (1989:249) 

4 
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 (1997:247–
248) 

 (2005) 
 2001

 2012
 (2005:148) 

 1
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5.

 (1928) 

 (1936)
 (1939) 

 (1998) 

 (2005) 
 (2005) 

 (1988:44) 

 (Simmons 2011:165) 

 (2010, 
2013) 

 (2013) 

 (2010, 2013) 

5 

5  (2005:274) 
 (Norman 1974) 
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 (2004, 2007) 

6 
 7  10 

 4.1 

 1990

6.

6  (2004)  (1985) 
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Categories and Formation of Voiced Features of the Ancient Voiced 
Initial Consonants in Yue Dialects: On the Validity of Phonetic Features 

of the Ancient Voiced Consonants for the Classification of Dialects

Xingquan Hou
Jinan University

This paper summarizes the categories of the present Cantonese voiced consonants which 
were evolved from the ancient Cantonese voiced initial consonants, discusses the synchronic 
formation of each category and attempts to reconstruct the proto-phonetic property of the ancient 
voiced consonants in Yue Dialects. It presents that the proto-phonetic property of the ancient 
voiced consonants of Yue dialects should be with a nature of breathy voiced consonant which 
initially caused the Cantonese tone system to differentiate into two sub-systems of Yin and Yang. 
The breathy voice then gradually became a redundant feature, which was the foremost reason for 
it to evolve in multiple directions henceforth. The paper probes as well into the effectiveness of 
these present voiced consonants’ being classified into the first partition of the modern Chinese 
dialect classification, towards which it holds a negative view.

Key words: Yue dialects, ancient voiced initial consonant, phonetic property reconstruction, 
dialect classification


