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Methodologies and Implementations of Sino-Tibetan Comparisons:
The Comparative Studies of Chinese, Bai and Yi Languages.
By Feng Wang. Beijing: Peking University Press, 2013.

Review by Wen Liu, Peking University

The monograph entitled Methodologies and Implementations of Sino-Tibetan Comparisons
by Feng Wang is a great contribution to comparative studies of Sino-Tibetan languages. Proto-Yi
has been reconstructed on the basis of rigorous sound correspondence in this book. The relation-
ship of Chinese, Bai and Yi has been analyzed by the distillation method. The most important
contribution of this book may be the rigorous framework for historical comparison, which can be
effectively applied to languages with a long history of contact. In the empirical side, this research
ended the debate of the complex relationship between Chinese, Bai and Yi. This book under
review is an important reference for comparative studies of Sino-Tibetan languages.

Key words: Sino-Tibetan, historical comparison, the distillation method, the rank method
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