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The Word Order and Development of the Aspectual Markers
in Old Chinese

Pei-chuan Wei

Academia Sinica

In this paper, we show that the word order of the aspectual markers in Old Chinese is
different from that of Modern Chinese. The perfective aspect “le ('1",)” as well as the experiential
aspect “guo (7#)” in Modern Chinese appeared as late as the period of Early Mandarin Chinese.
Grammatical aspect in Old Chinese was expressed by adverbs, for example, “yi (£!)” and
“ji (B%)” for perfective aspect and “chang (‘€)” and “ceng (%4)” for experiential aspect. Aspect is
expressed by pre-verbal adverbs in Old Chinese whereas both pre-verbal adverbs and post-verbal
particles are used to denote the same function in a cooperative way in Modern Chinese.

Key words: aspectual marker, perfective aspect, experiential aspect, word order, Old Chinese

247





