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The Formation of the Temporal Adverbs Ji, Bian, and Jiu

Li-li Chang

National Taiwan University

In Chinese, the three high frequency adverbs ji, bian, and jiu, are often discussed together,
since they can all function as consecutive adverbs and temporal adverbs indicating ‘immediate,
right away’. Most scholars agree that the two functions of these adverbs are evolutionally related,
but which function emerged earlier is still in debate. This paper is going to study the formation
of the temporal function of ji, bian, and jiu, and argue that the three words were undergoing the
following grammaticalization: {verbs > consecutive adverbs > temporal adverbs}, a sequence
contrary to common opinion. Based on thorough historical investigation, the paper will specify
the period when each adverbial function of the three words emerged and also indicate that all
three of the changes from consecutive to temporal adverb are triggered by four usages. However,
it is still doubtful whether the temporal adverb is less grammaticalized than the consecutive
adverb; in other words, whether the path we advocate contradicts the hypothesis of unidirec-
tionality. At the end of the report, we present three absolutely conclusive pieces of evidence to
erase all doubt and argue persuasively that the three adverbs are undeniably more like aspect
particles than temporal adverbs.

Key words: temporal adverbs, consecutive adverbs, aspect particles, grammaticalization, hy-
pothesis of unidirectionality





