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The Forms and Meaning of the Word [ ## ] JIE:
A Historical Perspective

Hsiu-fang Yang

National Taiwan University

The semantic developments of the word " #% ; JIE is reconstructed in this
paper by analyzing the semantic features of different forms of the same word. It
points out that, as early as Pre-Chin period, ngz; 4 JIE had been a word with
different kinds of meanings among which" 7J ## | ‘to dissolve’ was the kernel. The
using of metaphor in rhetoric and the change of argument structure in syntax,
however, lead the verb changed gradually into an auxiliary. It also indicates that,
being an auxiliary, " #% ; JIE could express at least three kind of modalities based
on the degrees of subjectivity and grammaticality ©

Key words: modal verb, " ## ; JIE, " %’7 , HUI
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