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Negative Patterns of Modals in Taiwanese Southern Min

Chinfa Lien
National Tsing Hua University

This paper deals with four negative patterns of deontic, epistemic, dynamic
and boulomaic modals in modern Taiwanese Southern Min. Deontic and epistemic
modality involves the notion of necessity and possibility, and its negation is non-
necessity and impossibility. Negation of dynamic modality bears on the issue
concerning the actor’s inherent inability to carry out an action or incapability to do
so due to outer circumstances. Negation of boulomaic modality indicates the lack
of intention or desire to do something. As put forward in the paper, the negation of
some modals such as tioh8 and gau5 can only be expressed in terms of suppletion.
Negation of modals shows both synthetic and analytic tendencies manifested in
fusion and compounding, two balancing morphological processes.

Key words: deontic, epistemic, dynamic, boulomaic, negation, Taiwan Southern Min
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