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The Origin and Evolution of ma Interrogatives in Hakka

Wen-ying Lai

Providence University

By examining the interaction between grammaticalization and lexicalization,
this paper presents a study on the origin and evolution of ma interrogatives in
Hakka. We propose that ma in Hakka is a pre-bounded interrogative morpheme.
We hypothesize that the interrogatives ma ge and zo ma ge were probably phrases.
After having undergone reanalysis and because of pragmatic factors, they went
through lexicalization. Meanwhile, they were also grammaticalized. The productive
construction “V ma ge” is a result of grammaticalization by reanalysis, analogy
and pragmatic strengthening which always depend on context.

Key words: interrogative, ma, Hakka, lexicalization, grammaticalization, pragmatic
strengthening
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