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C is a CONSTRUCTION iffgs C is a form-meaning pair <F;, S{> such that
some aspect of F; or some aspect of S; is not strictly predictable from C’s
component parts or from other previously established constructions.
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Because the precise syntactic structure of the original construction as well as
the particular inferences from it are so crucial in enabling grammaticalization,
it follows that, as Bybee et al. (1994:11) point out, it cannot be the case that
“one source concept can give rise to more than one grammatical category”
(Heine et al. 1991:338). Different contextual sources will give rise to different
instances of grammaticalization.
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The recent literature on grammaticalization seems to agree that it is not
enough to define grammaticalization as the process by which a lexical item
becomes a grammatical morpheme, but rather it is important to say that this
process occurs in the context of a particular construction...In fact, it may be
more accurate to say that a construction with particular lexical items in it
becomes grammaticized.
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The Changes of /ai in the Frame of Constructions
from Pre-Qin to Medieval Chinese

Cheng-hui Liu
National Tsing Hua University

This paper aims at showing how the Pre-Qin verb lai [}+], a free morpheme in
Modern Chinese, split into functional markers of various kinds in Medieval Chinese,
from the perspective of constructions which investigate form-meaning pairs. It
demonstrates the following scenarios. Firstly, the meaning of the construction
where /ai acts as a component is responsible for its functional shifts. Secondly, the
functional shifts of /ai did not occur randomly or by accident, but rather occurred
in the frame of constructions, dominated by the linguistic systems, in accordance
with the historical trends of developments. Finally, the original verb /ai remained
active in Modern Chinese despite these changes, since all the functional shifts are
restricted to the components in the constructions.

Key words: the verb lai, construction, functional markers, functional shifts, Pre-
Qin Chinese, Medieval Chinese
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