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Computing the Degree of Difficulty
in Understanding Chinese Compounds

Wenxi Ye Likun Qiu
Peking University Beijing City University

This article provides criteria for differentiating the importance of semantic
category according to the frequency of character use and the frequency of character
use in compound formation. The article also observes the position of the semantic
categories expressed by compound as one whole in the related semantic fields and
its importance level. Based on the above work, the article finally provides a
computational formula of degree of difficulty in compound understanding and the
computational method of the semantic pattern in nominal compounds. This study
contributes to the compiling of a word list in language teaching and the computation
of the degree of difficulty in sentence understanding. This research method and its
results may contribute to a deeper understanding of the internal structure of the
semantic field and the internal semantic structure of compounds.

Key words: lexical semantics, complex word formation, semantic field, degree of
difficulty in semantic understanding, computational linguistics
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