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Some Observations on the Development of Chinese
Comparative Constructions

Pei-chuan Wei

Academia Sinica

In ancient Chinese, comparative constructions could be divided into three
types: type A can be formulated as “X+W+B+Y”, type B as “X+B+Y+W”, and
type C as “X+W+Y”. In these three patterns X indicates subject, Y standard, W
comparative predicate, and B comparative marker. This study mainly investigates
the development of type A and its interaction with type B. The conclusions of this
paper are as follows: (1) While generally type B has been gradually replacing type
A, there still appear to be dialects resisting this tendency. (2) When the replacement
of type A by type B does take place, each subtype of A has not also necessarily
changed. (3) “X+W+YU%7+Y”, an Old Chinese form of type A, has been replaced
by “X+W+RU Y[I/SI {I]+Y” in Early Mandarin; the reason may be closely related
to the ambiguity of the preposition YU as well as the syntactic limitation of
“K+W+YU+Y”. (4) “X+W+HRU/SI+Y” (meaning “X is as W as Y in Old Chinese)
became a comparative form in Early Mandarin, a new form phonetically derivable
from RU.

Key words:comparative construction, comparative marker, standard, Old Chinese,
Early Mandarin Chinese
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