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Subjectification and the Development of Special-Verb
Existential/Presentative Constructions
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This paper deals with the historical development of a special type of
existential/presentative construction in Chinese, i.e., existential constructions with
an ‘empty’ verb (such as you * | ‘have/exist’ and shi %l ‘be’) as the main verb.
In documenting the major changes that have taken place in this construction, I
show that while some of the major existential constructions, such as the you-
construction, have been present since the earliest stages of the history of the Chinese
language, major grammaticalization processes have taken place, not in the form of
changes in individual verbs per se, but rather in the range of verbs allowed over
time in the construction: verbs of abundant quantity (duo % ‘be many’, rao £&
‘be abundant’, jie | ‘be all’) and verbs of vision (jian fl ‘see’, and du
‘see’) are gradually introduced into this construction. I take this as evidence that
the development of existentials in Chinese can be characterized as an increase in
subjectification and that the unidirectionality principle of grammaticalization can
be applied to constructions in addition to individual lexical items.

Key words: you ‘have’, existentials, presentatives, Chinese historical syntax,
grammaticalization, subjectification

1. Introduction

The syntactic form that I shall discuss in this paper has been variably referred to
by linguists of Chinese as cunxian ju %}l fi/ or existentials, which are said to express
the existence of entities, and presentatives (Li & Thompson 1981:509), which are said to
“perform the function of introducing into a discourse a noun phrase naming an entity.”

An earlier version of this paper entitled “The Evolution of Existential/Presentative Construc-
tions in Chinese” was presented at the Workshop on Syntactic Change in Chinese at Lake
Arrowhead, California, in January 1997. I thank the organizer of the conference, Professor
Charles Li, for the opportunity to work on this topic as part of a larger NSF funded research
project (grant no. 9818629) on Chinese historical grammar that he directed. I also wish to
thank the audience of the Lake Arrowhead conference for helpful discussions. Edith Aldridge
read a draft of this paper and offered valuable comments and editorial assistance, for which I
am very grateful. I am of course solely responsible for any errors in the paper.
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In this paper the terms existential and presentative are used interchangeably.

As is known, presentative constructions in Chinese encompass a variety of
syntactic forms, which can roughly be classified into two major categories: verbal and
non-verbal (Chu et al. 1997, Fan 1963, Lei 1993, L. Li 1986, Nie 1989, Song 1982a,
1982b, 1988, 1991, Wang 2003, among others). The difference between verbal and
non-verbal presentative constructions is that in verbal presentatives there is a main verb
denoting the existential meaning (e.g., Qiangshang you fu hua, ;3 - J[ﬂﬁ%} ‘There is
a picture on the wall”), whereas in a non-verbal presentative construction, there is not
(e.g., Wuli san ge ren, % #1= {fit = ‘(There are) three people in the house’). The verbs
in verbal presentatives can be classified further into two types: general action verbs
(such as zuo ‘sit’and gua ‘hang’) and ‘empty’ verbs (such as you ¥ | ‘have/exist” and
shi fl. ‘be’). Verbal presentative constructions involving a general action verb have been
discussed fairly extensively in the literature, and they should not concern us here. The
focus of this paper is rather on those presentative constructions which involve an empty
verb such as you ® |- I call such verbs special verbs and the associated existential/
presentative constructions special-verb existential/presentative constructions.

More specifically, the goal of this paper is to document the major changes that
have taken place in the special-verb presentatives in Chinese. My investigation shows
that some of the major existential constructions, such as the you-construction, have
been present since the earliest stages of the history of the Chinese language. What is
more interesting, however, is the fact that within the special-verb existential constructions,
some major grammaticalization processes have taken place, not in the form of changes
in individual verbs per se, but rather in the range of verbs allowed in the existential
construction. It also appears that the kinds of verbs allowed in the construction are not
chosen randomly, but seem to follow a pattern of increased degree of subjectification,
i.e. speaker involvement (Traugott 1982, Traugott & Konig 1991). The phenomenon I
describe here can thus be considered to constitute a new pattern of grammaticalization.

The organization of the paper is as follows. First, I shall show briefly the variety of
you-constructions in the history of Chinese and how they have been used as the most
basic and neutral existential construction throughout the process. Then I show that, in
contrast with you-constructions, and as existentials evolve, more special verbs are
introduced into the existential construction, and they typically convey more than just the
existential/presentative meaning. In general the other special verbs that I found typical
of the presentative construction include the following: duo % ‘be many’, rao % ‘be
abundant’, jie ’ﬁ ‘be all’, jian [l ‘see’, and du Eﬁ ‘see’.! Historical evidence suggests

' For the current project I did not include the copula type in my discussion, as it seems to

deserve a separate treatment.
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that the addition of the existential verbs other than you took place in two different stages
—the quantifying type (duo %, rao % and jie ’F'f ) appeared in the Pre-Medieval period,
and the vision type (jian §l and du Eﬁ) appeared in the Late Medieval period—and
overall the observed developmental tendency in Chinese existentials can be characterized
as an increase in subjectification over time. Finally, I conclude this paper by discussing
the theoretical implications of the tendency described here for principles and mechanisms
of syntactic change.

2. You (1) constructions

I begin with a profile of the semantically neutral existential structure: the you-
construction. Syntactic structures involving the use of the verb you ‘exist’/have’ (negative
forms: wang @ , wu = /Z ‘be nil’) are among the most basic and neutral existential
constructions in Chinese. Here, as with many other languages, the verb of possession
and the verb of existence share the same form. Our scrutiny of texts indicates that
existentials containing you have been present throughout the history of the Chinese
language.” This does not mean, however, that the kind of syntactic forms in which you
appears in early Chinese and Modern Chinese are the same; in fact a number of important
changes have taken place in the you structure at different times. In this section I describe
the various distinctive forms of the you-construction, including the negative counterparts,
wang and wu ‘be nil’. The major syntactic patterns where you appears include: you+NP,
yout+NP+VP, X+you+NP, NP+you zhe, and you+VP. I now discuss each of these
forms briefly.

2 In my discussion I use Peyraube’s (1988) division for historical Chinese in describing the
diachronic development of the presentative constructions. That is, the following stages of the
history of the Chinese language are recognized:

(I) Archaic (XIV-III B.C.)
(1) Pre-Archaic (XIV-XIB.C.)
(ii) Early Archaic (XI-VIB.C.)
(iii) Late Archaic (VI-III B.C.)
(I) Pre-Medieval or the Han Period (206 B.C.-220 A.D.)
(II1) Medieval (I1I-1250)
(i) Early Medieval (III-VI)
(i) Late Medieval (VI-1250)
(IV) Pre-Modern (1250-1400)
(V) Modern (XV-XVIII)
Although Chinese historical linguists may differ with respect to details of the division scheme
(see Tai & Chan 1999 for a recent discussion of this issue), for my purpose this will be adequate.
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2.1 You+NP

The earliest forms we find are simple you-constructions without any preverbal
elements. This is to be dated back to the period of bone and bronze inscriptions (often
written in the form of ¥ (sometimes ~"). Below are examples from the Pre-Archaic

and the Late Archaic periods.’

3 Abbreviations of grammatical terms used in the glosses:

(?): uncertain pronnuciation ASSC:
CLF: classifier CNI:
NEG: negative NOM:
PRF: perfective PRT:
QUO: quotative 1sG/PL:
2sG/pPL:  second person singular/plural 3SG/PL:

3:PRT:

associative

conjunction

nominalizer

utterance final particle
first person singular/plural
third person singular

combination of a third person pronoun and a final particle

Texts surveyed in this paper and their versions used are listed below; (X) indicates the

abbreviation used in the paper.
Pre-Archaic:
PUgy A& SRR S 5 e o 1979-83 ¢
L] B P (PSR - B
T FT E&EE:I/ B (’aﬁ;r'j) s
(F* 2% (Rl 1FIT Y FFELE) e
Early Archalc
(&) >

LB ()

: 41{; LU 5 1989 o

DR LS > 1989 o

Gk (3') B TRE <<f AE) o HJFI%L‘%’T' » 1987 -

FE (F) - A (FRE) - e

A TS > 1980 ¢

Late Archaic:
1ﬁ3ﬁ’*<<7uu,dlrf4>> s B B TR > 1986 o
FLIP (% iﬁi-ifif* <<?‘ﬂw|ﬁulr$>> EHZ LA ;?Ll‘*ﬁvﬂ » 1983 o
#T () MR (ST o A A RS 1986 ©
= ( 'J) DM (CEIIH) o A A RS 1988 ¢
B2 (gL iﬁiﬁ(?ﬁgl%:ﬂﬁ%) , j:iﬁﬁ : {FFI;TLII%TI » 1988 o
WmZE () > (GERAY) 40 HE b @ﬂ{?w 1986 °

N

EW’)‘«E?&T:; (H) w#%ﬁ =R ((%Eiﬁlfq%}
Pre-Medieval:

) o T AR R 2 1993 -

<w'>jﬁwﬁﬁﬁw,
HEY AR

F}y?[’ ['J“IJ A JJLI'}V&,:TI > 1992 o

@ﬁ’iwﬁ<wFL P N NI 1957 0 ¥
1959 -

ﬁ-"j' I~ Ik E—i?}i%ﬂ) Jor GRS A (L
1962

Early Medieval:
& Ff (ﬂl SR AR BUFRRE)
[y W<<|E‘J[ﬁ&'ﬂc{1%> e r'Ei‘zF“ Iy > 1995 -
il AR (llﬂé%j.c ’7 g QM MEREANE ) - A

f f f
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M =P = B Foo ke d e (i s
XilJia cong wang zhe shou zhi Xun xiu wang min
NAME follow king chop head capture prisoner splendid be:no injure
‘Xi Jia followed the King to the war, and killed and captured enemies. What an

achievement! There were no casualties.’

In this excerpt, the negative form of you, wang, is used without any preverbal element.
Below are two examples of you from Shang Shu (pL I i 1), which are used in a similar pattern.

2 g i 11 R (e
11 yue  zhi xing ze you dong you Xia
sun moon ASSC motion CNJ have winter have summer
‘The motion of the sun and the moon results in the seasons of winter and summer.’

RS ARTIVE P L SRS 2 FIRA] -
SRR B (G ERE) H*‘ﬁﬂfﬂfﬁ<F@ﬂu'u ) I R - 1962 -
PRS- ALY A = P Er S YA -

Late Medieval:
JPRREY (@) - s (WP EE) %w'”%ﬁﬁ’w”°g’@?\“ﬁﬂ?ﬁ
<£ﬁ@@§ﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁ %sﬁ*> Jmiﬁﬁﬁﬁ%’w”°
R R (e ) PYRRY At G ORGP R - J 2 08

J* 11 : Fw;ﬂz{é[ﬁ‘“ » 1990 -
st =) 0 A H{[gszH Ay SN > 1954 o
1lﬂ“?*ffﬁ G ’H%H?@Eé’* RS R SR § (RS o
TR (IR A A \f>> > i A ml'%ﬂ » 1993 -
%ﬁﬁuﬁi@(%ﬁ%, ERRCES B ORI o Fid e e

ﬂig?%?~%ﬁﬂ}@<ﬁﬁ@@ﬁﬁaﬂﬁﬂ BTSRRI

l?ﬂﬂ.%@ PN A AR RAGR - 45 I e

;ﬁig’%? PRSI SRR -+ AT ) I A e
Pretodern:

FIAGE P (RN BIR gy A G PRI erp gt -+ 155 ) - J7
pr,JH (BE > 1992 -

AN AR = A o SRE I NS T ) o T ?’E.b » 1979 -
prtspiiarF (PR o FEERHERE (i pis T R E) ’ﬁéjf PR AR

1991 o
/aj L' il ;Fi (*71:) i ,mgﬁ” % (IE H#’ 4D o P TR AR 1990 ¢
5 E jﬂ?ﬁ’ri (fi 4 ,FEJ ﬁ g b B 5<I gy 1958 o %F

% #F %ﬂﬂ&t(%ﬂﬂﬁ> JWi*ﬂW*W%ﬂ’W%
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(€)

= B L ¥ ECRNC EE T0
wu ruo  gu you  you

bemil weak lonely have young

‘No weak and lonely people, but only the young.’

Beginning with Lun Yu (ﬁ?ﬁ?ﬁ) and Xun Zi (t;+"), or the Late Archaic period, the
NP in the simple you+NP construction became quite complex:

4)

©)

ol SRR S TR N T T SN
zi yue junzi er bu ren zhe you yi fu
Confucius say  sage but not virtue NOM have PRT PRT
S R M CH T Gl D
wel  you  Xiaoren er renzhe ye

never have uncivilized:man but virtue PRT
‘Confucius said: “Is there any sage who is not a man of virtue? Never exist any

uncivilized man who is virtuous.”’

EJ_ 104 I F:}? Jgﬁ , e ;c‘ﬁj NENGE ’éJ'J‘)
you fu zi song zhe  Kongzi ju zhi

exist father son suit NoOM, Confucius arrest 3PL
‘There was a case where a father and a son were engaged in a lawsuit. Confucius

arrested them.’

In both examples, the NPs in the you+NP structure are not simple nouns, but a
nominalization structure marked by the nominalizer zie (). At the same time, some
NPs in the you+NP construction are found to become somewhat simple. Attenuated
pronominal forms started to appear as the object of the verb you. Here are examples of
the pronominals zhu 5% and zhi [V as the object of you from Lun Yu (ﬁ’%?ﬁ), Meng Zi
(317", and Zhan Guo Ce (1§ [ESi'fq):

580

(6 & H: = 7 o Hoo F FE?T
Dinggong wen yi yan er ke yi xing bang you zhu
NAME ask  one speech CNJ may use establish nation exist 3:PRT
N F;I ﬁ'J Hy =i EJ %?” (ﬁﬁ;ﬁ.;'%)

yue yi yan er shang bang you zhu

say one utterance CNJ lose nation, exist 3:PRT
‘Duke of Ding asked: “I heard that one saying could be enough to make a nation
prosper, and one saying could also destroy a nation. Is there such a thing?””
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Bt
D

MrF W Ve #
yi  yang yi zhi bu shi you zhu
use sheep change 3SG NEG know exist 3:PRT
Fle “g ARG < TE )
yue you zhi
say  exist 3:PRT
‘Exchange it with a sheep. Did that ever happen? Menchius said: “Yes, it did.””

® % pLo@ = R tE Moz ot R
ke jian Zhao wang yue chen wen wang zhi shi ren mai ma ye
guest see NAME king say  servant hear king NOM order man buy horse PRT
U S A= S U RN R0

N

you zhi hu wang yue you zhi

exist 3SG PRT king say  exist 3SG

“The guest met with the King of Zhao and asked: “I have heard that you sent someone
to buy horses. Is it true?” The King said: “Yes. it’s true.””

These forms are typically used in a question-and-answer context, where the introduction
of referent is not done by the existential itself but by a separate utterance preceding the
you-construction. Thus in the last example above, there is an introduction sentence ‘I
have heard that you sent someone to buy horses’ before the use of the existential ‘Does
it exist/Is it true’. In modern Chinese, however, the postverbal anaphoric form tends not
to be a simple pronoun, since the use of pronouns for third person referents is much
more restricted now than in Classical Chinese.

‘You+NP’ can also be used as a vocative. This is found even in the bone inscrip-
tions, as shown in (9).

9 = ,ﬁﬁl Froo §ro (ppe Fit 5067)
wang zhan yue you sui
king  divine say exist evil
“The King made the divination, and proclaimed: “Evils!””’

In general all the you-constructions in the data can be said to be neutral in meaning,
i.e., they are used simply to express the existence of an entity. However, as Z. Li (1994)
points out, sometimes you is used to indicate the appearance of unusual entities. We
believe that you in vocatives, as in (9), falls into this category. In the texts I examined, I
find another vocative case in the Early Medieval text Shi Shuo Xin Yu (] %Z%?ﬁ ):

(10) Fhpt N Fh, = Gy E R

Wei Wu shao shi chang yu  Yuan Shao hao wei youxia
NAME young time once with NAME ike be knight-errant
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N O A O RN T [
guan ren xin hun yin qian ru zhuren yuanzhong

watch someone new wedding CNJ secretly enter host garden:in

fe P o E o fERERE D cume e

ye  jiaohu yun you tou’erzei

night shout say exist thief

‘When the King of Wei Wu was young, he enjoyed being a knight-errant with Yuan
Shao. Once they secretly entered a garden to watch a private wedding. Then at night
they shouted: “Thief!””

From the above, we can safely say that simple you+NP constructions appeared even
in the Pre-Archaic period, and the semantics of the you-construction is mostly neutral.

2.2 You+NP+VP

An extended use of the yout+NP construction is for the NP to take a complex
predicate in the form of you+NP+VP, a construction previously termed presentative
serial verb construction (Li & Thompson 1981). This kind of syntactic construction
appeared first in the Early Archaic (Shang Shu [}L]%;) period and has been used
throughout the history of Chinese. Here I give three examples from Shang Shu, Zuo
Zhuan (= [EY), and Shi Shuo Xin Yu respectively.

an = FH o A (e (i
wo you da shi xiu
1SG have grant undertaking magnificent
‘My undertaking is magnificent.’

(12) =i | “Ei R Bﬁ o (% P16)
jun you dachen zai  Xxinan yu
majesty have minister be:in west south corner
“Your majesty has ministers in the southwest region.’

a3) B f=o® g f - FE e dme e
XieYi zuo Yan ling you yi laoweng fanfa
NAME be NAME chief exist one old:man commit:crime
‘While Xie Yi was the chief of Yan, an old man committed a crime.’

As can be seen, the above examples represent several kinds of semantic relation-
ship between the post-you NP and the VP. In (11) the VP xiu ({1) expresses properties
of the NP da shi (*~H1); in (12) the VP zai xinan yu (7 14 p indicates the location
of the NP dachen (~F.1); and finally in (13) the VP fanfa (**/1F) is the action of the NP
laoweng (#5).
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It appears, then, that presentative serial verb constructions are found even in Early
Archaic Chinese and it is still commonly used in modern Chinese (Li & Thompson
1981, Wang 2003).

2.3 X+you+NP

As mentioned at the beginning of this paper, a typical existential construction usually
has a preverbal element. This is the case for many you-constructions. The pre-verbal
element (designated X here) is manifested in a variety of forms. First, a very common
preverbal element is the temporal expression. We also find this kind of construction as
early as the Pre-Archaic bone inscriptions.*

a4 g5 E Ol U o 7 2
zi jin  Xin  zhiyu lai Xin you da yu

from this NAME to next NAME exist big rain
Fl s F =K 4 F o Y (PR £ 30048)
zi jin  Xin  zhiyu lai Xin wang da yu
from this NAME to next NAME be:not big rain

‘From this Xin to the next, will there be heavy rain? From this Xin to the next, will

there be no heavy rain?’

Here the preverbal temporal expression is zi jin Xin zhiyu lai Xin ‘from this Xin to the
next’.

Another major type of preverbal element can be considered a topic expression,
where the you structure is used both to express the existence of entities and to add
further information about the preverbal topic element (Wang 2003). We found such
examples mostly in Lun Yu. Consider the following:

(1s) + Fro i SR SO N R F*f, o
zi yue  zhi shi ren ren wu qiu sheng yi hai ren
Confucius say ~ ambitious man noble man be:no seek life ~ CNJ sacrifice virtue
DI AR R A SR R o)

you sha shen yi cheng ren
have kill body CNJ reach humanity
‘Confucius said: “No ambitious and noble man will sacrifice virtue to live. He only

sacrifices himself to attain virtue.”’

* This seems to suggest that the temporal structures appeared earlier than Wang (2003) admits.
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In this example, zhishi renren ‘ambitious and noble men’ can be considered the topic
expression, and the you clause that follows functions to comment about it.

However, by far the most common type of preverbal element in existential
you-constructions is a spatial or locative expression (Wang 2003). The spatial/locative
expressions can be divided further into three major types: (i) those which comprise a
direction/locative morpheme only, as the cases of nan ¥ ‘south’ and han % ‘Han
River’ in the following example:

a @ @ A T op ik R
nan  you qiao mu bu ke xiu si
south exist arbor tree NEG able rest PRT
L] ‘EJ U AR N 0 RLe (Ff - D
Han you you ni bu ke qiu si
NAME exist swiming girl NEG able seek PRT
‘In the south, there are arbor trees which cannot be rested upon. In the Han River,
there are swimming girls who cannot be sought after.’

(i1) those which consist of regular nominal expressions naming places of various sorts:

an g7 g B oo W
ye you si  jun bai  mao bao  zhi
field exist dead water:deer white congograss wrap 3SG
SHEE OB R BT 5 e Gy
lin you pu su ye you si lu
forest exist drop leaf field exist dead deer
‘There are dead water deer in the field; wrap them with white congograss. When the
leaves fall in the forest, dead deer start to appear in the field.’
18) BB T Ve sepm
Zhou Yi you zhi
NAME have 3sG
‘Zhou Yi has it.’
a9 # 4 * A T
gou zhi shi ren shi er bu zhi jian
dog pig eat human food CNJ NEG know restrain
¥ F M B A #e Ghewpe b
tu you er piao er bu zhi fa
road exist hungry body CNJ NEG know start
‘Dogs and pigs do not know restraint when they eat human food. (You) don’t even
know that things need attention when there are dead bodies on the road.’
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(20) fiA F*@ L= S F%fd CRLIF « e
Hangu guan you bing shou guan

NAME fort have soilder defend fort
‘Fort Hangu has solders defending it.’

Many of these uses in modern Chinese would require a locative marker (e.g. ’ﬂJ 2

< HRE I Y < B T ).

(ii1) Those which consist of a more complex spatial expression in the form of an
NP plus a locative noun or a locative marker. The nominal expression is usually a noun

naming a place, a mountain, a river, and so forth.’

2 H & FOF e @ mva)
jingshang you li
wellup  exist plum
‘Plums are on the well.’
22) =9 [ EOf Koo (- EmED
Chang’an dongbei you shen qi
NAME eastnorth exist god  spirit
‘In the northeast of Chang’an there is divine spirit.’
@3 F R oA M F e G s

yan yue ci niu fuzhong you qi
say QUO this cow belly:in

‘It has been said that there is something extraordinary in this cow.’

exist wonder

In these examples, we see the combinations of nouns with locative markers (%] -, 1§
fI1) and nouns with a locative noun (%< FJ%). In Medieval Chinese, it is found that
these complex spatial expressions started to be more elaborate and were even extended

to references of non-spatial domains, suchas * f[1, 3=/ f[1, %} iﬁ?ﬁ—' :

@) F T op A oy - b @ g s
shi wu bai ren zhong you yi ren  zui shang zhihui

then five hundred person:in exist one person most top intelligence

‘Among these five hundred people, there is one who is most intelligent.’

&)

> According to Ch. Li (1992), locative nominals in Archaic Chinese are more semantically than
syntactically motivated, i.e., their function was mainly to indicate an exact location rather than
grammatical/morphological per se, as is the case in the later stages. The use of locative markers,
in a much bleached sense, on regular nominals, seems to have increased substantially from

Pre-Medieval texts (as in Shi Ji).

585



Hongyin Tao

(25)

(26)

IR 1 - S R AN |

you ren yuyan sheng si zhi zhong
exist person say live dead ASSC in

=4 ﬁ'J £ %+ = e -
wu chang ku kong wu wo

no constant bitter empty no self

‘It has been said that between being alive and being dead, there is no constant
bitterness and emptiness, nor is there the self.’

TP R "I gl F et (e s)

shitou yue wo zheli you daozi

Stone say 1sG  here exist knife

‘Monk Stone said: “I have knives here.”

In summary, there are a variety of pre-verbal elements in the you presentative
constructions. Again, except for some uses, e.g. you+tthird person pronoun, these forms
are almost all preserved in present-day Chinese.

2.4 (NP)+you__zhe (%)

586

NP-+you__zhe (H) was a widespread syntactic structure in Late Archaic Chinese.
The structure involves two nominals: the initial NP and a nominalization structure
marked by the morpheme zhe . These are linked by the special verb you. The main
function of this structure is to introduce an entity into the discourse by anchoring it to a
general NP at the beginning of the utterance. Typical examples are shown below.

@7

(28)

BOF e R R OB 3w Ho
Ye Gong yu Kongzi yue wu dang you zhigong zhe
NAME tell Confucius QUO  1SG party exist blunt NOM

Hov - A A . UG = R
q fu rang yang er zi zheng zhi

3sG father steal goat CNJ son report 3SG

“Ye Gong told Confucius: “There is a fellow countryman of mine who is very blunt.
His father stole a goat and he reported it.””

Sk F oM OH PV T R OB Y OH:

Song ren  you min qi miao zhi bu zhanger ya zhi zhe

NAME person exist hate 3SG shoot ASSC NEG grow CNJ pull 3SG NOM

ad gk H5f o (e m b

mangmangran  gui

bewilderedly  return

‘There was a man in Song, who hated the fact that the shoots of his crop were not

growing tall, so he pulled them up, then returned bewilderedly.’
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In the first example, the general NP is wudang 7| # ‘countryman’, and the nominali-
zation is zhigongzhe {133 ‘an honest one’. The whole structure literally means:
“Among my countrymen, there is one who is very honest”.

Sometimes there is no general NP preceding the you+nominalization combination,

29 = A kR ko FooF 40 1]&54 I #H o
wang zuo yu tangshang you gqian niu er guo tangxia zhe
king sit at court:up exist lead cow CNJ pass court:down NOM
= L e (m ez )
wang jian zhi
king see 3SG
‘While the King was at the court, he saw a man go by leading a cow.’

In this example, there is no general NP before you. The main function of the you structure
is basically the same as those with a general NP, i.e., to introduce a referent into the
discourse, but the referent introduced is either less specific, or does not need to be
specified.

It appears that this device is most prolific in the Late Archaic period. Thereafter,
only sporadic examples are found. Here is an example from Shi Ji (EUFE,E[):6

(30) ik gl b OE R H @ e
Huai Yin tuzhong shaonian you wu Xin  zhe
NAME market:in young:man exist bully NAME NOM
‘There was a young fellow in the Huai Yin market who bullied Han Xin.’

6 There are also cases where the whole NP+you__ zhe construction is used as a predicate, and not
for referent introducing. For example,
(i) @Ee W ® B F * = Hoeo (5 om2)
Wei Yi gong hao he he you cheng xuan zhe
NAME duke favor crane crane exist ride carriage NOM
‘Since Duke Wei Yi likes cranes, there have been cranes that ride in the royal chariot.’

(i =~ & Yoo o W = v % H
zhiyu Zhao zhi wei Zhao Zhao zhu zhi zisun hou zhe
regard NAME ASSC govern NAME NAME king GEN offspring be:titled NOM
& i H T (e wsEr)
qi ji you zai zhe hu

3pL offspring exist present NOM PRT
‘With regard to Zhao’s ruling, among those Zhaos who were conferred titles, are their
offsprings still alive now?’

These are, however, relatively rare in my data.
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2.5 You taking a verbal structure

wu

In all of the syntactic patterns we discussed above you takes a nominal element. It
is also possible for you to take a verbal structure. Some appear with a negative morpheme

(32)

Foorbu T,

Gh = F B e (e

wu you zuo hao

NEG exist fate good

‘None is/has a good fate.’

& N N (B e - wim)
chen wu you zuo fu Zuo wei

servant NEG exist do fortune do power

‘I did not abuse my power.’

Others stand without a negative morpheme,

(33)

(34

(35)

[& 3 ?J o ?J T e o (?; CHEYED

jiang nian you yong you bu yong

descending year exist lasting exist NEG lasting

‘In the future some may last long, some may not.’

T Y I RN C SO S ANC RS e
you neng yi 1 yong qi li yu ren yi hu

exist able one day use 3SG power at virtue PRT PRT

‘Is there anyone who can use his energy for one day in the pursuit of virtue?’
e A I - T AR )
wan min duo you qin ku  dong sui
ten:thousand people many exist hard:work bitter cold hungry

‘There are thousands of people out there who work hard but are starving and dying.’

—

The YoutVP structure occurs mainly in the Early Archaic period. This may be
attributed to the fact that nominalization was not fully developed in Early Archaic
Chinese. The lack of differentiation in form renders verbal and nominal expressions
very similar to each other.

There is yet another type of you+VP structure. Consider the following examples.
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CZONNTIENE T I AN X B
you yu c¢i meng ming shen ji  zhi
exist break this treaty bright god strik 3SG
‘Anyone who breaks the treaty will be stricken by the mighty gods.’

In these examples there is no NP after you, nor is there a nominalizer zke after the NP
and before the final VP. According to Z. Li (1994:148), this kind of structure appears
typically when the agent of the verb is not specifiable.

You taking a VP is not found after the Archaic period. We can speculate that this is
perhaps due to the later proliferation of nominalization devices.’

3. Summary of the you-constructions

The previous sections have demonstrated that the you-construction, with variant
forms, has been present since the very early stages of the Chinese language. With few
exceptions, most of the syntactic forms associated with the existential verb you have
continued to survive into modern Chinese. The semantics of the you-constructions are
basically neutral, i.e., they typically express the existential or presentative meaning,
only occasionally a sense of unusual appearance.

We now turn to the development of other forms of existentials which supplement
the you-construction. Historical evidence indicates that the addition of special verbs
other than you took place at two different stages, corresponding to two different classes
of special verbs: the quantifying type, which appeared during the Pre-Medieval period,
and the vision type, which appeared during the Late Medieval period. I now describe
these two stages in the following two sections respectively.

4. The introduction of quantifying verbs: duo( %), rao(#%), and jie(¥%)

Although you is undoubtedly the most commonly used verb throughout the history
of Chinese, beginning in the Pre-Medieval period, we also see the introduction of other
special verbs into the existential construction. The first group of special verbs that
appeared after the Late Archaic (VI-III B.C.) period consists of those which express the

” In some southern Chinese dialects, such as Min, you as an experiential auxiliary has been
widely noticed and seems spreading to spoken Mandarin (Cheng 1990). It is not clear whether
there is any connection between the use of you here and the dialectal use. Whatever the
connection may be, one difference is that, in the classical cases, you merely expresses existence or
presentation, not experience.
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quantity of objects. They differ from you-constructions in that they also convey the
speaker’s subjective judgment regarding that quantity. These verbs include duo % ‘be
many’, rao % ‘be abundant’, and jie ¥| ‘be all’.

Duo is by far the most common verb in this category, which can be found in many
Pre-Medieval texts such as Shi Ji (ﬂlr%[) and Gu Shi (?,%ﬁ).

GO M M 2 AEF bR EE (-
Qi di  duo bianzha bu xi yu liyi
NAME place be:many cheating NEG learn at civilization
‘Qi is a place full of cheats, the people are not civilized.’

(39) F T fli % BN G FIRARIS)
Lingqiong zhong duo fu ren
NAME:in be:many rich person
‘There are many rich people in Lingiong.’
40) I = % Feidh Ho WIE e (- wznle)
ran zuoyou duo qgieting  zhe FanlJu kong

but left:right be:many eavesdrop NOM NAME fear

‘Since there were many people eavesdropping on both sides, Fan Ju was worried.’
@n oo A [ % e B e G meEmm)

nei wu liang jiang er wai duo di guo

inside be:nil good general CNJ outside be:many enemy state

‘There are not many able generals inside, but many enemy states outside.’
@) B R CEN O &

An dui yue bixia nei duo yu

NAME answer QUO majesty inside be:many desire

[0 g Fo 7 (- gl

er wai shi  ren yi

CNJ outside apply humanity trust

‘Ji An replied: “Your majesty, you have many desires inside, yet you pretend

999

outwardly to be humane and trustworthy.

43) = o oS RE H % Do (- eI
Xiangwangsuo guo wu bu canmie zhe tianxia duo yuan
NAME NOM pass NEG NEG kill ~ PRT heaven:under be:many hatred

‘Chief Xiang killed wherever he went; people hated him very much.’

G R L -2 AR I N RN
you nei shi jiebuzhong duo guiren zongshi nan zhi
right inner history division:in be:many royal clan difficult govern
‘The Right Inner Imperial Archive Division is full of royal clansmen. It’s very difficult
to govern.’
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(4%)

(49)

(50)
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thite WALl & B oeemee

chuangchuang lii ~ shuang zhong duo jili

bleakly walk frost  inside be:many puncture:vine

‘Walking bleakly on the frost, where puncture vines abound.’

oW 2 £3 e X YO W S e (A )
Yan Zhao duo jia ren  mei zhe yan ru yu

NAME NAME be:many gorgeous person beautiful NOM face as jade
“Yan and Zhao are full of gorgeous women, whose beauty is likened to jade.’

% Wz @ b

bian cheng duo jian shao

outer city be:many healthy young

' & % B By Qg et BRI

nei she duo gua fu

inner house be:many single woman

‘Too many young men are on the border outposts, while many single women are at
home.’

[k L e LTS [T T Y L R oy
jingdu duo yao nii jing Luo chu shaonian

capital be:many elegant woman capital NAME produce young:man

‘Metroplitan cities are full of elegant women; the capital Luoyang has many fine
young men.’

BT % 3 O VR AT A e e
gao tai duo bei feng zhao 11 zhao bei lin

high platform be:many sorrowful wind morning sun cast north forest

‘The high platform is full of sorrowful winds when the morning sun shines on the
north woods.’

fg = p[ {1] = EoE F - p[ )

cong ci shan nan san li  xing dao yi shan

from this mountain south three mile walk arrive one mountain

el BA BEe Y % TR A
ci shan zhenmu maosheng you duo shizi hu lang
this mountain hazel  exuberant also be:many lion  tiger wolf

g e (P

buke wang xing

NEG reckless pass

‘If you go about three miles from this mountain, there is another mountain, where
hazels flourish and there are also many lions, tigers, and wolves. never pass there
recklessly.’

Hll OB =& T B W [E
bie you ZhunCai JinSi er 1 fu ren zai  yan
additionally exist NAME NAME two street rich people be:in there
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Fe= A B 2 O 357 WU G AR 1D
fan ci shi li  duo zhu  gongshang huozhi zhi min

all this ten mile be:many all:sort business trade  ASSC people
‘There are also these two streets called Zhun Cai and Jin Si, where many rich people

reside. For about ten miles all sorts of business and trading people live in the area.’

It is clear that the semantics of the verb duo is different from you, in that it has two
components: “existence” and “abundance/many”. Duo is used instead of you when the
speaker wishes to express his belief that the quantity is indeed great or abundant.

Duo is also found as an adverb quantifying you,

62 o M 2 R K [ 8 (UF i)
ran menwai duo you zhang zhe che zhe
but door:out be:many exist senior person cart wheel:print
‘But there are lots of wheel prints of senior people’s carriages.’

This shows that the semantics of duo is never merely “existence”. This usage is

occasionally found in some Archaic texts:

¢3) F . oo W A e e
wan min  duo you qin ku dong sui
ten:thousand people be:many exist hardwork bitter cold hungry
“There are so many people out there who are hard at work but are starving and dying.’

But this is much more frequently seen in Medieval texts. Consider the following,®

G4 WF i % oA B R (e
shahe zhong duo you er gui re feng
NAME:in be:many exist devil ghost hot wind

‘The Sandy River has many devil ghosts and hot winds.’
(s5) B! LTI RN T
you chaozei yu zhe wu quan
encounter at:once be:nil whole

= 2o (B

chengzhong duo
city:in be:many exist robber
‘In the city there are many robbers. You are sure to die if you encounter them.’

¥ An alternative structure is found in the following serial verb construction.
i *oF FE gm0l TRt B % e
Boshan yi you zhu luohan zuo chan shiku shen duo
NAME also exist all arahant sit meditation grotto very many
‘Boshan also has a lot of grottoes depicting arahants sitting in meditation.’
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(56) F-- % i O BT A g T
sinei duo you zhi shu er bu zhongshi
temple:in be:many exist trifoliate:orange tree CNJ NEG eatable
“There are many trifoliate orange trees in the temple, but the fruit is inedible.’

Besides duo, there are other similar verbs, jie (’ﬁ ) and rao (§%), but they are much
less frequently used.

67 e g0 PP HZE S R GUFE R
ye wen Han jun simian jie Chu ge
night hear NAME army four:side all NAME song
‘At night the Chu army heard Chu regional songs on all sides of the camp.’
(58) i+ Wil =F BT B B e i s

men hu jiebi zuoyou jie Wang Liao zhi qingi ye
door window step left:right all NAME GEN relatives PRT
‘All around were Wang Liao’s relatives.’

(59) [l i e o
shanzhong rao shuang lu

mountain:in be:abundant frost dewdrop

U - (R T B I e A =)

feng qi yi xian han

wind air also early cold

“The mountains are filled with frost and dewdrops, the wind and the air are also cold.’

To summarize, then, the addition of such quantifying verbs in the Pre-Medieval
period constitutes a new development in the history of special-verb existential construc-
tions, as they not only add to the variety of verbs in the presentative construction, but
also add more pragmatic nuances that are not available from you alone. Specifically,
they express not just the existence of entities but also the speaker’s subjective judgment
regarding the quantity.

5. The introduction of verbs of vision: jian (i) and du (8%)

Perhaps the most interesting grammatical change in the special verb existential
construction is the admission of another class of special verbs, verbs of vision or verbs
of seeing, into the structure. This process is found to take place during the Late Medieval
period (VI-1250 A.D.). Verbs of seeing include verbs such as jian §l ‘see’ and,
occasionally, du F# ‘see’. Both were originally used to indicate what was seen by the
protagonists in the story. Around the Late Medieval period, however, they seemed to
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have grammaticalized into a way of introducing referents into the discourse. Consider
the following:

(60) E b 2 oo @
taishang hu jlan yi dian yun qi
platform:up suddenly see one bit cloud rise
e NG EI = o o GEHR - 52)
e’er zhijian zhong yun bian tian

short:while between heavy cloud all sky
‘A tiny bit of cloud suddenly rose from the platform, then in a short time heavy clouds
covered the sky.’
61) B fL &N - sp AP
dishang jian jinguang yi dao fenming
ground:up see golden:light one CLF clear
= R Wl R E S ST e G
ren shi yi ge xiao she’er die qi cun
recognize COP one CLF small snake long seven inch
‘There was a bright golden ray of light on the ground, which was a small snake about
seven inches long.’
(62) ¥ Eﬁ =l "EJ - fﬁk o F s AT CURSRY - 4 +)
jian du yunzhong you yi sengren nian yue shiwu
gradually see cloud:in exist one monk age about fifteen
‘Gradually a monk about fifteen years old appeared in the clouds.’

As can be seen from the above examples, jian- and du-constructions are used to intro-
duce both human protagonists (xingzhe =7, sengren {§f ~ ‘monk’) and non-human
protagonists (yun 5= ‘cloud’, xiaoshe '] fi& ‘small snake’i, i.e., to indicate the presence
of certain entities in the story.

The change of jian (and to some extent du) from a verb expressing visibility to a
grammaticalized verb of presentation is supported by the following evidence.

First, jian can be substituted by you without significantly altering the meaning of

the construction. Consider the following examples.

(63) 1 A T

kongzhong zhi jian tian hua  zhui

air:in only see heaven flower cascade
e B (B LI
yunli wei wen longnao yan

cloud:in only smell dragon:head smoke
‘There are flowers cascading from the heaven, and all one smells is dragon-head

shaped smoke.’
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69 T % Fo K - W RO B S Gk - sk
bu duo shi jianyi ge funi  wen Yang Yu dao
NEG long time see one CLF woman ask NAME QUO
‘Soon a woman asked Yang Yu’
(65) Fifx M- W Rl BE B o G - )
qingsong yingli yixi jian baodian wei’e
pine shadow:in dimly see palace lofty
‘In the shadow of pine trees, the lofty palaces are dimly seen.’
CON I R S
mao zhe yu you xing le shu shi bu
brave DUR rain again walk PRF several ten step
L (e A e e - i
jian yi ge xiao xiao zhu men lou
see one CLF small small bamboo door tower
‘Walking a little further in the rain, one finds another small bamboo tower with a door.’

Here, all the instances of jian can be substituted by you without much change in
meaning.
Second, jian and you (or shi %1) are used as alternative existential verbs.

©7) {11 g7 Filie
huizhong you ba qian pusa
meeting:in exist eight thousand Bodhisattva
Bl SISO il B o G R
yanzhong jian wu bai ge shengwen

banquet:in see five hundred CLF Bodhisattva
‘There were eight thousand Bodhisattvas in the gathering, and five hundred at the
banquet.’
68) F- AW - B H ETE e W R
cong tianjingli yi tiao tiao jiangxiaqu liang bian shi langwu
from courtyard:in one jump jump downward two side COP side:room
OB F B - R E e Ghaame R R
qu ce shou jian yi wan deng
go side end see one CLF lamp
‘Jumping into the courtyard, (he) could see side rooms on the two sides, and there was
a bowl lamp at the end of one side.’

This again indicates the similar functions that all three verbs perform in the texts.

Third, jian (and sometimes du) is followed by special verbs you or shi (ex. (61)),
or an action verb which denotes existence of entities (ex. (64)):
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69 B =T - L TF‘, o
jian aoshang you yi ju ku shi
see colup exist one CLF dry corpse
= s B ovEdge
chang sishi yu i
long forty some mile
“There was a dead body on the col, which was about forty miles long.’

(70) - el Eo- ot ® oA A e cvegmoA)
jian du yunzhong you yi sengren nian yue shiwu
gradually see cloud:in exist one monk age about fifteen
‘Gradually a monk about fifteen years old appeared in the clouds.’

In such cases, one can infer that if the expression is truly vision-oriented, that is, if it is
really being used to show what is being seen, then there is probably no need to use the
“locative NP+you” structure which follows, since just jian or du plus the post-you NP
would suffice for this purpose. In other words, we would expect that the following
forms would suffice (# indicates that the construction is hypothetical):

# L S R BRE -

jian yi ju ku shi, chang sishi yu li
3 S AR

jian du yi sengren, nian yue shiwu

But these forms mean something different from what is expressed by the original texts.

Fourth, frequently, what follows jian cannot be a specific object, which would be
needed to warrant the use of a truly vision-oriented verb. Also, the event involving jian
often cannot be expressed as a single action of seeing, as the use of a vision-oriented
Jjian or du would imply. Consider the following examples:

(71~ BL o hyh oM F o T ovisge
you jian shanzhong you yi cun  si bing wu  sengxing

also see mountain:in exist one village temple CNJ be:nil monk

‘Again a village temple appeared in the mountains, but no monks were to be seen.’
72) BLowE OB OB )

jian Cui Ning kai ge nianyu pu

see NAME run CLF jade  shop

pllopL A=yl - W W R AE S B @ pesy

que jian guishenli yi ge funii bian shi Xiuxiu yangniang

justsee counter:in one CLF woman then COP NAME maid

‘Cui Ning runs a jade shop, the woman behind the counter is Xiuxiu.’
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In (71) it is not difficult to infer that the existence of the village temple and the absence
of monks in the village cannot be detected by a single action of seeing, nor could it be
possible for the state of Cui Ning’s running of the shop in (72). In other words, jian in
these examples should not be understood as a real verb of vision.

Finally, in texts where jian is used there is usually no specific agent with which it
can be associated, which suggests again that it is not truly a verb of vision:

N

GO I TN TR "R (I (L

dang ri cha shi fang ba  xiang shi rizhong
same day tea market just finish scence COP noon
A T - | o SN €< e (D)

zhi jian yi ge guanren ru lai

then see one CLF official enter come

‘The same day at noon time, when the tea market had just closed, a government
official entered the shop.’

Here in the story it is not specified, and also not necessary to specify, who the agent
was that saw the appearance of the official.

Even though the evidence is, in my view, quite strong for my proposal of the
grammaticization of jian, I do not intend to dispute the fact that some of the uses of jian
(e.g. in ex. (68)) may still be viewed as action oriented, i.e. used for describing what the
protagonist is actually seeing in the narrated event, rather than merely to introduce
referents into the discourse. The vision interpretation of jian, however, does not really
constitute a counterexample to my claim regarding the grammaticalization of jian, as |
am arguing that as this morpheme transforms from a full-fledged verb of vision to a
discourse device for referent introducing, it is bound to carry over its original proposi-
tional meanings during the process of grammaticalization. This kind of phenomenon is
explainable in terms of one of Hopper’s principles of grammaticalization: persistence,
which says that a grammaticalized morpheme is bound to be constrained by its original
meaning, especially during the early stages of its grammaticalization process (Hopper
1991).

This construction was widely employed in the vernacular literature in the Modern
era (Pan 1982:210). Below are examples from Jin Ping Mei (£ 3%M) and Hong Lou
Meng (7 f5%F). In both cases jian is used to introduce characters into the story.

(74) elR ﬁ% IUIE, g T

Xue Sao qing Ximen Qing zhengmian yizishang zuo Ile
NAME  invite NAME front chairrup sit PRF
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...... A N AR =
zhi jian yi ge xiaosi’er
then see one CLF little:servant

£ - F OBC oW E e ammTpD

nachu yi zhan furen pao cha lai

bring:out one CLF NAME steep tea enter

‘Xue Sao invited Ximen Qing to sit in the front chair. then a young servant brought

out a set of steeped tea.’

(G I A A A L A A U
bu yi shi zhi jian san ge naima bing wu liu ge yatou
NEG one time then see three CLF hostess CNJ five six CLF maid

B A i!ﬁ,;‘!ﬂ fo T E- W PUE B B Gogers
yong zhe san wei guniang lai le diyi ge jifu wei feng
embrace DUR three CLF girl enter PRF first CLF flesh slightly round:out

‘In a short while three hostesses appeared along with five to six young maids, walking
out with three young ladies. The first young lady had a slightly rounded figure.’

Cross-linguistically, it can be shown that verbs of seeing which are grammaticalized
to construct presentatives/existentials are by no means rare. In English, for example,
verbs such as see and witness are commonly used to construct existentials.

(76) The end of 1997 could see at least one vendor reaching 5GB of capacity. (PC
Magazine Online, September 20, 1996)

(77) Instead of this the 1930°s witnessed a tragic economic depression, the rise of Fascist
dictators in Europe, ... (The Brown Corpus)

6. Summary

Basic presentatives consisting of special verbs typically involve verbs such as you.
At the same time, we saw two types of verbs, quantifying verbs and verbs of vision,
being admitted, during the Pre-Medieval and Late Medieval periods respectively, to the
existential construction. I discuss the theoretical implications of these changes next.

7. Discussion and conclusions

In the preceding discussion, I have shown that among the special verbs that consti-
tute the existential construction, you has been no doubt the most basic and dominant
one throughout the history of this construction, since its main function has been to con-
vey a pure existential meaning (and occasionally that of ‘unusual appearance’) and its
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associated syntactic forms are still widely used in Modern Chinese. Major changes have
been realized through the introduction of two types of verbs, quantifying verbs (duo, jie,
and rao) and verbs of vision/seeing (jian and du), into this construction.

The introduction of verbs other than you is significant in a number of ways. One
fairly obvious feature to be noted is that by allowing more verbs into this construction
the semantic scope of this construction has been enlarged. Thus not only the meaning of
pure existence is seen in this construction, a variety of meanings have been added, namely
‘quantity’, ‘abundance’, and ‘appearance’.

The most important change to the verb itself, however, has been the grammati-
calization of increased subjectification. The introduction of quantifying verbs (duo, jie
and rao) can be seen to have added a subjective judgment and verbs of vision (jian and
du) a point of view to this otherwise objective structure. These changes have important
theoretical ramifications for both the unit of language change and the principle of
unidirectionality of grammaticalization.

One of the most important insights of current grammaticalization theory is the
proposal that grammaticalization proceeds in a unidirectional fashion: If grammatical
changes happen to a lexical or a grammatical item, they usually take place from coding
concrete and lexical meanings to coding more abstract and grammatical meanings, and
not the other way around. In a series of influential papers, Traugott (1982) and Traugott
& Konig (1991) point out that another manifestation of the principle of unidirectionality
in grammaticalization processes is the change of a lexeme from non-subjectification
(less speaker involvement) into subjectification (increased speaker involvement). Thus,
in English, for example, while has changed from a pure temporal noun meaning ‘time,
period’ in Old English to a concessive conjunction meaning ‘although’ in modern English,
which entails higher speaker involvement. The unidirectional principle accounts well for
the overall development in special-verb existentials in Chinese, as shown in the diagram
below.

X+ you(F)) + NP
duo( %)/jie(*ﬁ Vrao(fE) l Increasingly subjective
Jian(5Ly/du(iH)

Figure 1: Change as increased subjectification in special verb presentatives

What is unique in our case, however, is the fact that changes did not happen in one
lexeme, you, but rather by the addition of new lexemes, such as duo and jian, which
encode judgment and perspective, hence the increased involvement of the speaker/writer.
This suggests that the unidirectionality principle takes effect not only on single lexemes,
as has previously been assumed, but also on a construction as a whole.
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Based on the data we have examined, it may be suggested that when paradigmatic
changes (Saussure 1955) occur, new lexemes attracted to the construction can be ex-
pected to show equal or higher speaker involvement than the extant ones. In fact, all the
newer special verb forms in the presentatives discussed above are all higher in speaker
involvement than the initial objective you. In the case of verbs duo and rao, they can be
decomposed into “existence” and “abundance/many”’; and jie can be “existence” and
“all”. As can be inferred, all those quantifying verbs are dual-functional: they convey
the meaning of existence while also expressing the speaker’s judgment. In the case of
the verbs of vision, jian and du, their dual function is to express both ‘existence’/
‘appearance’ as well as the intended visibility of the object.

To conclude, the history of Chinese special-verb presentatives exhibits two ten-
dencies. On the one hand, the you-construction has been the dominant form throughout
the process, and most of its associated syntactic forms are preserved up to the present
day. On the other hand, as we have demonstrated, several other verbs have been ad-
mitted into the existential structure, resulting in increased complexity in the semantics
and discourse pragmatics of the construction. The theoretical import of the latter pattern
can be captured with an extended view of unidirectionality: that is, unidirectionality of
grammaticization can be realized not just in individual lexemes, but also in construc-
tions as a whole.
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