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Phonological Affinity between Sino-Korean and
Chinese Dialects

Ik-sang Eom
Hanyang University

To date, there has been nothing conclusive regarding the source dialects of
Sino-Korean (Chinese characters borrowed into Korean). Considered phonologically
(i.e., counting the number of shared features), potential candidates in conventional
studies have included Yue, Min, and Hakka dialects. This author, however, finds
two problems with the conventional views: (1) feature-counting has been done in
different ways; and (2) phonologists have manipulated their degrees of sameness
by adopting different sets of phonological rules. This author has adopted C. C.
Cheng’s CCLang program (rev. 2004), a computer-assisted quantifying method of
calculating dialectal affinity. This has allowed us to conclude that Hakka is most
similar to Sino-Korean after Min and Yue. The results of this study shed light on
the source dialects of Sino-Korean, although the similarities between Sino-Korean
and modern Chinese dialects are not directly related to the issue of source dialects
for Sino-Korean.

Key words: Sino-Korean, Chinese dialects, phonological affinity, CCLang, Hakka,
Min, Yue, quantifying method
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