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Comparative Constructions in the Ming Dynasty

Cheng Zhang
Beijing Language and Culture University

In the Ming Dynasty there were two types of comparative construction
characterized by different word order: the bi-construction and ru(si)-construction.
From the Ming Dynasty to the Qing the function of the bi-construction gradually
expanded until it eventually became dominant in the northern Chinese dialects,
while in the south the diffusion of the bi-construction shows a somewhat different
process at work.

Key words: comparative construction, word order, mode of diffusion
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