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Prefixes in Old Chinese from the Perspective of
Sino-Tibetan Comparative Studies

Hwang-cherng Gong

Academia Sinica

This paper discusses the prefixes *s-, *r-, and *N- in Old Chinese on the
basis of etymological relationships among words in Chinese and the comparison
of cognate words between Chinese and Tibeto-Burman.

The study of the prefix *s- has a long history and abundunt literature. This
paper reviews past studies and presents the writer’s view from the perspective of
the comparative study of Sino-Tibetan languages.

The prefix *r- is proposed based on the reconstructions of *tr- and *tsr- in
Old Chinese by Fang-kuei Li. The correspondences between Chinese and
Tibeto-Burman reveal that *r- occurred before initial consonants and sometimes
played the role of a prefix.

The hypothesis of the prefix *N- in Old Chinese is put forward on the basis
of Sino Tibetan comparison, in order to account for regular as well as irregular
sound correspondences between Chinese and Tibetan, etymological relationships
among Chinese words, Xie-sheng contacts in Chinese characters, and sound
changes in Chinese as well as in Tibetan.

Key words: Old Chinese, prefix, Sino-Tibetan, comparative study
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