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BE 733 AERBE N A REZFEAMENECMEE  SREES HS
EHhe R ar )T 5 B 0 R LB R E AT E 2R > B E )
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SRARZN (2008) 1 H & RE B RIS R VAR TS - Wik 7 TSR 6
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AP FERE L BRBFALCHAAEERR > £ EEEEET S
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Abstract

The formation of the tone structure of the Hai-Lu Hakka languages

This paper focuses on the possible formation process of the seven tonal patterns of today’s Hailu
Hakka languages. The author analyses the tonal values of the Hailu Hakka languages of Tai-
wan, the Hailu Hakka languages of the Chao-Hui region of China, and the Ngang Boi f# & of
West Borneo through the Tone Circulation Theory of Hisao Hirayama. In addition to exploring
the origins of the differences in tonal values within the Hailu Hakka dialect, the possible evo-
lutionary processes of each of the seven tonal groups in Hailu Hakka today are also examined
by comparing them with the Hakka dialect of Longhua. The analysis through the Tone Cir-
culation Theory suggests that the high-falling tones of Yin Ping f&~F may have gone through
a high-flat tone stage; the high-flat and high-rising tones of Yang Ping [%-F- may have gone
through a medium-rising and low-rising tone stage; the medium-rising and lowrising tones of
Yin Shang f2 |- may have gone through a falling-rising tone stage; and the medium-flat tones of
Yang Qu [%Z5 may have gone through a falling-rising tone stage as well, mixed with Yin Shang
B2 I in the early formation process, only to separate out after language contact and evolve into
medium-flat tones. The tones of Yin Ru f2 A and Yang Ru % A are more complex. The consis-
tency of the various dialect points in Hailu today is quite low, but all of them can be deduced
through the evolution of the “Tone Circulation” from the early stages of low-rising tone in Yin
Ru & A and pure short-high tone in Yang Ru F5 A. These analyses have resulted in a high
degree of similarity between the dialects of the Hailu Hakka and the Longchuan, Wuhua, and
Jiexi areas, perhaps demonstrating a succession between the dialects of the Longchuan-Wuhua
Hakka and the Hailu Hakka.

Keywords: Hakka language, Hai-Lu dialect, Tone Circulation Theory, Tone Value
Construction
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