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Abstract

On e-sound measure words in Minnan language: A Kinmenese perspective

There are various possibilities for E-sound measure words in Minnan language, including the
personal measure ¢, the verbal measure ¢, and the container measure eh, which can be found
in Kinmen and Lukang dialects; the phonetic similarity of these words has led to a mixture of
writing and to difficulty in identifying the origin of the words. Through the explanation of tsueé
tsit-¢ in dictionaries and a comparison of subdialect materials, this study demonstrates that the
variation of tsué tsit-¢ between early texts and contemporary materials stems from the fact that
the word ¢, eh represents two different measure words, namely, the verb and the container
measures, and the latter can be found mainly in Quanzhou materials. Comparison of textual
material from different timepoints with contemporary sub-dialects shows, on the one hand,
dialect lexical variation can only be fully demonstrated through a corpus survey of written texts,
and on the other hand, the emergence of a dominant accent in the process of language contact
evolution is not only an assimilation of the phonological system, but also a move towards cer-
tain dominant usages in lexicon and syntax. Because of the coexistence of several words for a
certain expression, it is more difficult to detect the decline of a certain lexical usage than the
change of a specific sound.

Keywords: fsué tsit-¢, verbal measure words, classifier, dialectal lexical variation
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