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Influence of the southern migration of the Song Dynasty
on Wu dialects via Linan Guanhua: Lexical and syntactic evidence

This paper focuses on the linguistic influence of the Song Dynasty southern migration on
Wu dialects, introduced by Lin'an Guanhua from a Mandarin source. We are here con-
cerned with lexical and syntactic phenomena in particular. We first hypothesize that a
Guanhua element was brought into Wu dialect territory during the Song southern migra-
tion, rather than as a result of the Disaster of Yongjia.

We then draw upon six bits of evidence: the lexical terms dongxi H VY, xiang 8, li 37,
chuan %§, duoshao %/, and the V-neg-V construction to illustrate the influence of Linan
Guanhua on Wu dialects to support the hypothesis. Lastly, the related phenomena are ex-
plained from the perspectives of lexical borrowing, grammatical replication, and patterns of
dialect contact.

Keywords: Wu dialects, Song Dynasty southern migration, Lin‘an Guanhua, dialect
contact, mechanism and patterns of contact
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