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The “Zi” (-+) Changed Finals and their Reconstruction
—A Case Study of the Mengzhou Dialect

Yan-feng Shi

Shaanxi Normal University

The “zi” (=") changed final is a phenomenon in which the noun/quantifier
suffix-“zi” (") becomes weak and merges into the previous syllable. By
comparing the types of unstressed suffix-“zi” (<") and the “zi” (¥") changed finals
in different dialects, this paper shows that: 1) The phonetic value of the suffix-“zi”
(7") finals taking part in the fusion of “zi” (=") changed finals is multiple,
including not only [u], but also probably [v/o/o/a/¥/wi/E], even [1/€/3] etc...; 2) The
“zi” (<") changed finals in one dialect may be formed by the fusion of different
suffix-“zi” (<) finals; 3) The suffix-“zi” (<") finals affects the main vowel of the
previous word in fusion; 4) There have been some mixed rhyming between the
similar “zi” (<") changed finals throughout history; 5) The “zi” (") changed final
has had the evolution of “o > au” in many dialects; 6) The reconstruction of the
base finals which generates the changed form should not be completely based on
the finals of modern dialects, especially in Mandarin dialects. The paper also
enumerates the application of “zi” (<) changed finals in the Mengzhou dialect.
Lastly, on the basis of peripheral dialect linguistic material this paper tries to
reconstruct the development of the “zi” (<") changed finals in the Mengzhou
dialect by using the theories mentioned above.

Key words: the “zi”(#") changed final, suffix-“zi”(<"), Mengzhou dialect, analysis,
reconstruction
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