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2. East Formosan: 1) merger of *t/C, 2) merger of *j/n, 3) shift of *q > ?
2.1. Northern branch (Basay-Trobiawan; Kavalan): 1) merger of *q/e, 2) merger
of n/N; 3) irregular change in *susu > /sisu/ ‘breast’
2.1.1. Basay-Trobiawan: 1) merger of *s/I
2.1.2. Kavalan
2.2. Central branch (Amis)
2.3. Southwest branch (Siraya)

52 5T AL ok 2 A 2 L2 IR S T2 B
e R ’rﬁﬁ*ﬁ@fflﬁfﬁzmji;— 9 AN SR E L, % A SRR
BRI - P R RRERTE T > b e B P S M
SENTE WL#F“J‘JFET’:?@%LBEH%F ];Lﬂ:r;ﬂ IR G 0 TR Y
T A UBERAITT - Mfﬂz éuffias I L o
B f/['j’E@’?'?rlfll ' eHry I?ﬁlﬁml P A PERR T BT
E’!‘ﬁ’“ R E’!‘(Adelaar 1997) » j‘ﬂ [EIEFI%JF[U&‘HE 'gr . PEFFF%JWH o Blust fiu= J31% >
bORLARIVIAR RpVERE o (E12 R iR R o

T TR b ST PR 5 J’jai%”*'h@fﬂ | T bpv= £ (variation) > |f|
z}g;—; T iE%WﬁTJﬂF&iE’,?& Pz = (Mabuchi 1960) - Iﬁ*ﬁfn\—,?}lﬁ— 4
[EEREZET] F PR R T VAR L S0 (Shepherd 1993:458, H: [ 88) -

'aj:F[ RIS 2 %‘E%I%\; » I H[Fn FlT,ﬁﬁzﬁiﬂE’ T f&[FEjH IJF[ et
leJZfF

—rv

167



EES

(8) i e

[NEidE

ol SRR DA 2 I TSR T I > ) IRV IR 2 b -
PR RL FRESIOT W R RS T R A J
[ Tﬁ?}ﬂg@' l’*f IR L SR B X NRH TR Rl

71 R SRR

Adelaar, K. Alexander. 1997. Grammar notes on Siraya, an extinct Formosan language.
Oceanic Linguistics 36.2:362-397.

Blust, Robert (}14%[l). 1977. The proto-Austronesian pronouns and Austronesian
subgrouping: A preliminary report. Working Papers in Linguistics 9.2:1-15.
Honolulu: University of Hawaii at Manoa.

_ . 1993. *S metathesis and the Formosan/Malayo-Polynesian language boundary.
Language —A Doorway between Human Cultures: Tributes to Dr. Otto Chr. Dahl
on His Ninetieth Birthday, ed. by Qyvind Dahl, 178-183. Oslo: Novus Forlag.

_ . 1999. Subgrouping, circularity and extinction: Some issues in Austronesian
comparative linguistics. Selected Papers from the Eighth International Conference
on Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by Elizabeth Zeitoun and Paul Li, 31-94.
Symposium Series of the Institute of Linguistics (Preparatory Office), No.1. Taipei:
Academia Sinica.

Borao, Jose Eugenio (§@fE). 1993. The aborigines of northern Taiwan according to
17th century Spanish sources. Newsletter of Taiwan History Field Research [’F"[?ﬁ
BLIF IEE’»W‘;&E;[?*] 27:98-120. Taipei: Academia Sinica.

Ferrell, Raleigh (§“5i)). 1969. Taiwan Aboriginal Groups: Problems in Cultural and
Linguistic Classification. Taipei: Institute of Ethnology, Academia Sinica
Monograph No.17.

168



B R 5 Ml

Li, Paul Jen-kuei (% < 5). 1982. Kavalan phonology: Synchronic and diachronic.
GAVA: Studies in Austronesian Languages and Cultures Dedicated to Hans Kdhler
17:479-495. Berlin: Dietrich Reimer Verlag.

1990. Classification of Formosan languages: Lexical evidence. BIHP
61.4:813-848.

. 1993. New data on three extinct Formosan languages. Bulletin of the Institute of
History and Philology, Academia Sinica 63.2:301-323.

_ . 1995. Formosan vs. non-Formosan features in some Austronesian languages in
Taiwan. Austronesian Studies Relating to Taiwan, ed. by Paul Li et al., 651-681.
Taipei: Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica.

_ . 1999. Some problems in the Basay language. Selected Papers from the Eighth
International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, ed. by Elizabeth Zeitoun and
Paul Li, 635-664. Symposium Series of the Institute of Linguistics (Preparatory
Office), No.1. Taipei: Academia Sinica.

__ . 2001. The dispersal of the Formosan aborigines in Taiwan. Language and
Linguistics 2.1:271-278.

Mabuchi, Téichi (FL¥5{fN— ). 1960. The aboriginal peoples of Formosa. Social Structure
in Southeast Asia, ed. by George P. Murdock, 127-140. Chicago: Quadrangle.
Shepherd, John Robert (H=V4f1). 1993. Statecraft and Political Economy on the Taiwan

Frontier, 1600-1800. Stanford: Stanford University Press.

Tsuchida, Shigeru (+ ['W5%). 1976. Reconstruction of Proto-Tsouic Phonology. Tokyo:
Study of Languages & Cultures of Asia & Africa, Monograph Series No.5, Tokyo
University of Foreign Studies.

_ . 1982. 4 Comparative Vocabulary of Austronesian Languages of Sinicized Ethnic
Groups in Taiwan. Part I: West Taiwan. 166 pp. N i 54 Eﬁﬁ{?ﬁf}[‘a’%f 7> E_‘ﬁ
&« VY & [Memoirs of the Faculty of Letters, University of Tokyo, No.7].

_ . 1985. Kulon: Yet another Austronesian language in Taiwan? Bulletin of the
Institute of Ethnology 60:1-59.

|/]1 % (Ogawa, Naoyoshi). 1940. ( Calamian & i & Agotayais) o (PN
151WVFTI7REI AF Y E ) 5 1215-1228 ©

4F 'T‘ (Tsuchida, Shigeru). 1993a. ( #/¥7 V&) >

ook ;ﬁf .
1993b (/Hj-/{ 7 ) (z[%?*ﬁﬂw 5:301-302 Tl = A -

P ‘ﬁ HIE TS5, AL e - 1991 (1199 - 3‘%#%0)?[%@%5[@% & i)
[Linguistic Materials of the Formosan Sinicized Populations I: Siraya and Basai] °
o © o

I .. 1936. <T%'?17\F‘EJ®$%7J<?“,: ?{i>l:EIp‘[§ﬂ[' I20T) o (EFH) 6:57-69

(FmEEE) 5:89-99 - fl

_”Hll

—m|

169



EES

(1936:4)  Taihoku « /¥ JLF B A ~ % 7 SAHK (1993) (WP FLFPT
4L iy Eldxfllﬁéﬁr;ﬂ}} » 155-163 -

1 %&;ﬁ%,ﬁﬂﬁﬁ%i .1996. (- H] {?ﬁﬁ"fﬁ DR %’ﬁﬁ<pﬁﬂ[f,> g) -

= e
IkaIF[Fag, 1930. <<;Ehf§;ﬁffrfu>> Fljigﬁ?ﬂl’]ﬂi’_tf °

- % (Li, Paul). 1995. <' sk Sﬂ iR 2 ‘55g]| N ’i?ﬁiﬁ ~ kI

i O 4y 2o fid: B e

1996 (R e N ”T'F'>> Al ”dr%ﬂﬂ’v‘f&‘ﬁﬁm

FUR PR A 1998, (B “éﬁ%’ﬁiﬂl’ﬁlq‘,lmﬁﬁﬂ&% ﬁw’ﬁ v (AR SR
32:97-104 -

RN — (Mabuchi, Téichi). 1953-4. <E{J’F?J}F§E@%§*JBZF7’? ﬂJ} (57= ?ﬂﬁ) v (NFR=
?ﬂfé"a) 18.2:23-72 -

A E{[’ﬁ (Asai, Erin). 1936-7. Basai [ If5"= 37%' WH [E&IDH*%%EHE’%?IED f“”"iﬂrél?j
Bk g o

3=7<# (Chang, Yung-Li). 2000. (=3 =% q’ii ) e F T R A R

[Received 30 October 2000; accepted 19 February 2001]
fl li@[ﬁﬂ%%% ?W‘ﬂ?%j (fFJE-E
’F",:liﬂj 115 %Jiﬁ’lim[tﬁ%i%: 13058

hspaulli@ccvax.sinica.edu.tw

170



B R 5 Ml

The Linguistic Position of Basay

Paul Jen-kuei Li

Academia Sinica

Basay, the plains tribe language formerly spoken in northern Taiwan, contains
Formosan as well as extra-Formosan features. Its vocabulary includes banka
‘canoe,” puti ‘banana,” manuk ‘bird’ and bilap ‘to count’ that are found only in
western Austronesian languages. It is argued that these lexical items were borrowed
from Philippine languages during Spanish occupation of northern Taiwan. Crucial
evidence comes from phonologys, i.e., the retention of Proto-Austronesian *S as s in
the basic vocabulary, such as * bukaS > bukos ‘hair,” *Sopat > sopat ‘four’ and *iSu
> jsu ‘you, sg.” It is concluded that Basay is a Formosan rather than extra-Formosan
language.

Another aim of this paper is to determine the linguistic position of Basay
among Formosan languages. Basay and Kavalan share the following sound changes:
(1) merger of *t and *C, (2) merger of *D and *Z, (3) merger and loss of *q, *H and
*?, (4) merger of *j, *n and *N, and (5) split of *k into kand g, the latter of which
further underwent the change q > h in Basay, but not in the closely related dialect,
Trobiawan. (4) and (5) are the exclusively shared phonological innovations in
Basay and Kavalan. Shared innovations are also found in the sporadic changes in a
few lexical forms, such as *susu> Bas cicu, Kav sisu ‘breasts’, *ku(S)kuS > Bas
k<am>ukus, Kav g<m>uqus ‘finger nail’, and *pilig > Bas p-am-ici, Kav
p-am-ili ‘to choose’. Both languages have very similar pronominal systems,
including the shift from genitive to nominative in all or most of the forms 7ku, isu,
1ta, im1 and /mu. Patient-focus and Locative-focus have merged in both Basay and
Kavalan. In short, linguistic evidence for the close relation between Basay and
Kavalan is found at all linguistic levels: lexicon, phonology, morphology and
syntax.

To which language(s) is the Basay-Kavalan subgroup most closely related?
Blust (1999) posits an “East-Formosan” group, which includes the following three
subgroups, Basay-Kavalan, Amis and Siraya. There is conflicting linguistic
evidence for grouping Siraya with Amis or Basay-Kavalan. Anthropological
evidence, especially the social organization, indicates that Siraya is most closely
related to Amis. Thus our tentative subgrouping hypothesis is that Basay-Kavalan
and Siraya-Amis are the two main subgroups of this East-Formosan group. Further
study is required to determine more precisely the internal relationships of these four
Formosan languages.

Key words: plains tribes, Basay, Kavalan, East-Formosan, comparative study
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