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Trisyllabic and Tetrasyllabic Tone Sandhi in Dongshi Hakka

Yuchau E. Hsiao and Yunyi Chiu
National Chengchi University

This paper discusses trisyllabic and tetrasyllabic tone sandhi in Dongshi
Hakka, including three rules, i.e., Yangping, Yinping, and Yinqu tone sandhi. A
theoretical analysis is engaged in from the perspective of the syntax-phonology
interface. We find that Ping and Qu differ both in tonal phrasing and in rule
application mode. Tone sandhi cannot be directly predicted from syntactic
relations, but the relevant tone sandhi domains are formed by the foot and the
phonological phrase, which in turn are defined by syntax. However, the effects of
prosodic structure upon function words are not obvious. This paper argues for the
indispensability of prosodic structure based on Dongshi Hakka, and provides
evidence in support of the indirect reference hypothesis.

Key words: syntax-phonology interface, tone sandhi, foot, phonological phrase,
Dongshi Hakka, prosodic structure, function word
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