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TSR B ME(3R) : Extraction Asymmetries in Topic Structure: A comparative analysis.
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IZEECH(ZE) : We review the argument-adjunct (a)symmetry found in topic structures in English,
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Italian, and Mandarin Chinese regarding the behaviors of topic(s) in multiple-topic sentences,
embedded clauses, and non-declarative sentences. We observe a systematic extraction asymmetry in
these environments between (A) argument and circumstantial-adjunct topics and (B) manner-adjunct
topics. The new findings from Mandarin Chinese derive the extraction asymmetry from the more

fundamental movement-merger asymmetry.
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IZEFC4U(FE) : Spoken in six counties of Rngaba and Dkarmdzes Prefectures in western Sichuan
Province, the Horpa language cluster falls under the Rgyalrongic subgroup in Sino-Tibetan. This paper
conducts a first systematic study of verbal evidentiality in the Dgeshes (Gexi) variety of Central Horpa
based on, and further developing, Tournadre & LaPolla’s (2008) definition of evidentiality. Dgeshes
distinguishes a four-term evidential system signaled by zero and three verbal suffixes. Gnomic,
egophoric, and personally perceived situations involve speaker’s higher access to information and are
zero-marked, whereas three evidential categories characterized by lower information access,
immediate, hindsight, and secondhand, are explicitly marked by suffixes. Also discussed in this paper
are two verbal elements which impart evidential-like meanings but are yet to fully integrate into the
evidential paradigm. The Dgeshes evidential system displays several salient formal and functional
traits typical of Horpa languages in general. While conceptual influence from Tibetan cannot be ruled

out, the system appears to be an output of internal evolution rather than language contact.
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T SR B (32) © The loss of object focus and wh-movement in Early Middle Chinese
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B Z5C4U(FE) : This paper investigates the loss of object focus movement and wh-fronting in Early
Middle Chinese (EMC) in approximately the 1st century BCE. These two types of object fronting were
both productive in Late Archaic Chinese (LAC; 5th — 3rd centuries BCE), the movement targeting the
edge of the VP phase, resulting in a surface position between the subject and VP. Although wh-
movement did not accompany any additional marking for focus, fronted referential objects were
obligatorily followed by the genitive particle zhi, which I propose spelled out the focus feature in the
landing site. Regarding the loss of object focus fronting in EMC, I propose that the trigger for this
change was the loss of the genitive particle. This had the result of removing the overt morphological
evidence for focus movement, and referential object focus fronting was lost as a consequence. In
contrast to this, the loss of wh-movement progressed through an intermediate stage in which preverbal
interrogative pronouns were reanalyzed as being adjoined to the lexical verb. I propose that the
intermediate stage was also indirectly triggered by the loss of the genitive particle, since this
eliminated the evidence for focus fronting to the edge of vP. Consequently, acquirers adopted a more
local type of movement in order to accommodate the residual cases of preverbal interrogative pronouns

they encountered in the acquisition process.
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