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RECONSTRUCTION IN PROTO-XIANG
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Based on the framework of the Qi¢yun (* #}) system, this paper explores phonological distinctions
between Grade II and Grade IV of the Shan She (L' #) rhyme group, namely the Xian (i) and Xian
(%) rhyme, in Modern Xiang . Whether the Xian (i1)/Xian () distinction exists or not in modern
Xiang dialects is still under debate. These different views constitute the primary research motivation of
this paper. This paper concludes that : 1. The Xian (i)/Xian () distinction is indeed preserved in
Modern Xiang, and the phonological contrast occurs after the initials of the Jing (#%) series of Middle
Chinese. 2. According to the phonetic representation in Modern Xiang, Xian (i) could be reconstructed
as *-ian and Xian (%) as *-ian. 3. By comparing with other proto dialects, we reconstruct the contrast
of *-ian and *-ian in the old Jiangdong dialect of the Six Dynasties, which establishes the close
relationship between Xiang and Jiangdong dialect in history.
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This paper investigates the extension of a third person human bound pronoun to cover a
nonhuman function and its implications for the grammar of pronouns in the Formosan language Tsou.
It is found that (i) the newly derived bound pronoun can encode not only a place or an animal but also a
time; (ii) it can refer to either a singular or a plural; (iii) the semantic extension is restricted to the
invisible singular set of bound pronouns; (iv) it surfaces as a suffix rather than an enclitic; (v) it triggers
either ergative or possessive agreement. These findings have far-reaching implications. On the one hand,
they enrich the already sophisticated system of pronouns of Tsou. On the other hand, they differentiate
Tsou from other Formosan languages with bound pronouns and identify Tsou as a language like Archaic
Chinese/French instead of English/Swedish.
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f§ & 2z 3 ()  The structure of conversational discourse is context-dependent, and the organization of

discourse segments and preferences for signaling discourse boundaries may also be language-specific
characteristics. Participating speakers, speaking scenarios and communication purposes instantaneously
affect the conduct of social interaction and verbal exchange during a conversation. This study
investigates topic-specific Hakka conversations by suggesting a top-down two-level discourse
segmentation approach to examine the development and production of topics. Topic maintenance is
sustained with the overt exchange of coherent information, and lexical preferences at the boundaries of
related discourse segmentation can help construct the course of topic development. Form-based
discourse units are used to represent the content of spoken utterances and describe the interaction of
speakers in the conversations. Typical cues and expressions used for initiating topics and subtopics and
their respective discourse functions in Hakka conversation are analyzed. In our Hakka conversational
data, noun phrases are preferred at topic and subtopic transition boundaries and complete forms such as
clausal constructions are favored, although spontaneous speech is expected to be fragmentary in terms

of syntactic structure.
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