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8 & 2z i (%) ! The construction“yinggai  de”is ambiguous having both non-counterfactual and
counterfactual readings. The most important key component of this construction is the grammatical
meaning of de. On one hand, de denotes a non-future interval at which the modified modal proposition
is true. So “yinggai  ” can be true at either a past time or the present time. When  denotes an event
and “yinggai ” is true at the present time, a non-counterfactual reading is yielded. When  is a state
and “yinggai  ” is true at the speech time, a present counterfactual reading is yielded. When  is an
event and“yinggai  ”is true at a past time, a past or future counterfactual is obtained. A counterfactual

reading arises because the truth potential of a modal proposition is weaker than than that of directly



asserting the truth of the positive proposition . The Gricean conversational implicature is thus
derived that  is not true. This implicature is further reinforced by de’s function of generalized truth

confirmation, thus making it non-cancellable.
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g s g m A, e
i & zzif (&) : The word “guo i in modern Chinese can be used as an experiential aspect marker,
which can be divided into “guol” and “guo2”, denoting definite experience and indefinite experience
respectively. This paper investigates the historical development of the experiential aspect marker
“guo”. We propose four criteria to discriminate the examples which are experiential “guo” from which
are not in the texts of the Tang and Song dynasties. The examination result in accordance with the
method is that the “guo” was not a real experiential aspect marker until the Song dynasty. This paper
also proposes an examination method to discriminate “guol” from “guo2” in the Early Mandarin
Chinese corpora, the result of which is that the Ming dynasty should be the initial stage of the
differentiation between “guol” and “guo2”. With regarding to the mechanisms of the
grammaticalization of “guo”, this paper points out that the formation of the experiential aspect marker
“guo” is by way of its constant collocation with a specific type of verbs, and that the cause of “guol” ‘s
turning into “guo2” is that “guol” was constantly collocated with the adverb “ceng % ” denoting
indefinite experience and inflected with the function of “ceng”.
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